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Note: Some words in French are regarded as singular when in English they would be plural.
A few examples:
La famille (= the family)
La classe (= the class)
La police (= the police)
Le personnel (=the staff)
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What you need to know

There are six grammatical ‘persons'for cach verb, and it tradition to lst them as n the table below:
Person  Meaning Uses
sing. | 1je 1 talking about yourself
2t you singular: used when speaking to one friend or relative
3l he (orit) | refering to a male person or thing
elle | she(or'it) | referring to a female person or thing
on one often used to mean 'we' (Qu'est-ce qu'on fait? = What shall we do?) Tt
also means ‘you'or 'they when you're generalising (On ne peut pas faire
¢a. = You can't do that. / On parle fiangais en Guadeloupe. = They speak
French in Guadeloupe.)
Pural | 1nous | we talking about ourselves
2 vous | you « plural of tuz when speaking to more than one person
« polite (singular and plural): when speaking to someone who is not a
friend or relative:
3is they veferring to male persons or things
elles | they referring to female persons or things
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The ‘persons' in the table above are known in
grammatical terms as ‘personal pronouns’ But any
houn or somebody's name can also be a grammatical
“person’ as well. Ask yourself: If replaced the noun or
the name with a personal pronoun, which would it
Look at these examples;

GRAMMATICAL ‘PERSONS' - some examples

Noun/  Equivalent Person
name pronoun

lpof il 31d person singular
lesfillselles 31d person plural
Elsa et moi  nous 15t person plural
tes parents ils 31d person plural

Cline et toi  vous. 2nd person plural




