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1. formation
2. uses

formation
The 'simple’ future (le futur) is so-named because it is a one-word tense. In other words, its formation is simple
because there is no auxiliary.

The endings for the simple future are: -ai, -as, -a, -ons, ez, -ont. The future stem for -er and -ir verbs is the
infinitive. For regular -re verbs, the stem s the infinitive minus the final e. In all cases, the future stem ends in
this sound characterizes the future and the conditional.The French simple future tense is generally translated into
English with the modal auxiliary "will."

Listen carefully to the future conjugation of regular -er verbs, where the e of the infinitive changes in
pronunciation.

@ | nager ‘o swim'"

[ g, ot v [rovs mcerons, e wi v

[t nagerss, you il swim [vous nogerz, you willswim

il, elle / on nagera,
he, she (it) / one will swim

ils / elles nageront, they will swim

Some -er verbs with spelling changes in the present form their future regularly, that s, their future stem is
the infinitive. These include verbs like préférer (je préférerai), manger (ie mangerai) and commencer (je
commencerai). Other -er verbs with spelling changes in the present (appeler, employer, acheter) have irreqular
future stems.
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réfléchir ‘to think'

Tl [nous retchians,we wil ink

vou il ik [vous etinies you il ik

il, elle / on réfléchira, he, she (it) / one wil |ils / elles réfléchiront, they will think
think

rendre ‘to give back'

)

[ e, ot g bk [rov renaron,we i giv bk

[t vendras, you wil give back [vous rondrez, you il give back

il, elle / on rendra, he, she (it) / one il |ils / elles rendront, they will give back

aive back

Many verbs which are irregular in the present tense have regular formations in the future. Their future stems are
the infinitive or the infinitive minus the final e. Such verbs include sortir (je sortirai), partir (je partirai), dormir (ie
dormirai), boire (je boirai), dire (je dirai), écrire (j'écrirai, lire (je lirai), mettre (je mettrai), prendre (je prendrai),

and suivre (je suivrai).
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1. irreqular future stems
2. future stems of verbs with spelling changes
3.uses

The 'simple’ future is so-named because it is a one-word tense. In other words, its formation is simple because.
there is no auxiliary. The stem of the simple future always ends with the letterr, which is the characteristic sound
of the future and conditional tenses.

For a list of irregular verbs which form their future in the same way as regular verbs do, see future: reqular.
irregular future stems

‘Some irregular verbs also have irregular future stems. Nevertheless, the future endings are the same for all
, -as, -2, -ons, ez, -ont. The future stem for the verb étre is ser- and the future stem for the verb avoir is

@ | étre ‘to be'
[ serat, 1 will be [nous serons, we will be
[£u seras, you will be [vous serez, you will be

[it elle/ on sera, he, she (i) / one will be  [ils / elles seront, they will be

@ | avoir ‘to have'

[Fous Twil v [C—T——

[t aures, you il have [vous aurez, vou wil ave

il, elle / on aura, he, she (it) / one will
have

ils / elles auront, they will have
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Here are the most common verbs that have irregular future stems:

@ [ infintive stem future transiation

[ater - [y [twigo

[courr [eoure [fecourrr [fwitrom

[devoir [aow [ devra [Fwil be obiged
[emvrer Jemerr [Fomverri [Fwilsena

= Jror [ferera [rwireo

[flir [ [ifovers [ il be ncssary
[mour [mour [femourra [rwitde

[abteir [ otenar- [Fobiendra [Fwit cbtin
[plewar [prewr [ipewvra vl ain
[powar [pour [ pourri [Fwil e st
[recevor [receur [ferecowri [Fwilreceve
[severr [sor [fesoura [Fwilkoow

ftenir [sonar. [ sendra [rwit ot

[venir [venar- [ vendra [rwit come
Jvor [vere [feverri [fwitsee

[vouiir Jvouar [ vouara [rwilvert
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future stems of verbs with spelling changes
Verbs with spelling changes like appeler, employer, and acheter add -r to the present tense je form to create their
future stems:

N = = | & | o=
[sapete [appetr- [Fappetera [rwitcan
[empioe [empoir- [Fomploorsi [rwiluse
[Fachite [aenetor [Facntera [Fwitbay

Other -er verbs verbs with spelling changes including préférer, manger, and commencer have reqular future
stems.




