French basics
An introduction to French language and culture
Sources: French Demystified – Grammaire Directe - France Live – Metro 1 – Expo 3 – Amis & Compagnie
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Introduction to verbs and subjects
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Note: Some words in French are regarded as singular when in English they would be plural.
A few examples:
La famille (= the family)
La classe (= the class)
La police (= the police)
Le personnel (=the staff)

When using those nouns as subjects, the verbs will be in the singular 3rd person
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The French You Already Know:
Borrowed Words and Cognates
Starting a new language can be intimidating. But even though French is a complex

language, you may already know more vocabulary words than you realize. This
‘means that you also have a basic idea of French pronunciation.
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2 Quelle heure est-il?

1 Relie. Match up.

ab@ c d‘ .

1 Testhuit heures moinsdix.| | 4 Ilest dix heures et demie.| |
2 Ilest neuf heures et quart. D 5 Il est quatre heures moins

3 Tlestsix heures vingt.[ | LE

2 Dessine I'heure sur les horloges. Draw the times on the clocks.
a Il est sept heures dix.
b Il est trois heures cing.
¢ Tlest onze heures vingt-cing.
d Tl est une heure moins le quart.

e Ilest cing heures moins dix.
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3 Mets les heures dans le bon ordre. Put the times in ascending order:
a Ilest dix heures vingt-cing.

1l est dix heures cinquante-cing.

1l est dix heures quarante-trois.

T est dix heures trente-huit.

Tl est dix heures vingt-deux.

Tl est dix heures cinquante-neuf.

Tl est dix heures trente-sept.

T® = o0 ao o

1l est dix heures quarante-six.

le -3 3 4 5 6 r 3 8
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3 L’emploi du temps

lundi mardi mercredi | jeudi vendredi | samedi
8h  |frangais anglaie maths ] |anglais espagnol ]
9h frangai histolre-géo espagnol histoire-géo s
1015 |[histoire-géo[ 1| sport. frangale sciences frangais
11hi5 [technologie | sport technologie | sciences
DEJEUNER
2h anglais deésinlj] anglais[ ] | musique[_]
3h |mathe | dessin[_] histoire-géo | musique "]
4h|maths maths i

1 Regarde I'horaire. C'est quel(s) jour(s)?
Look at the timetable. Which day(s) is it?

0 oo oew

Aujourd’hui, nous avons anglais & huit heures. _

Aujourd’hui, nous avons dessin a deux heures.

Aujourd’hui, nous avons frangais a dix heures quinze. _

Aujourd’hui, nous avons maths 2 trois heures.

Aujourd’hui, nous avons musique & deux heures.

Aujourd’hui, nous avons histoire-géo a neuf heures.
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2 Ecris les salles sur l'emploi du temps.
Write the room numbers on the timetable.

Jeudi, nous avons maths en salle quatre.
Mardi, nous avons dessin en salle sept.
Samedi, nous avons espagnol en salle seize.
Lundi, nous avons histoire-géo en salle douze.

Vendredi, nous avons musique en salle neut.

-0 a6 o

Jeudi, nous avons anglais en salle dix.

EXTRA! Ecris ton emploi du temps avec les salles.
Extra! Write out your timetable in French with the rooms marked.
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Mini-test

1 Barre les matieres et trouve les neuf nombres.
Cross out the subjects and find nine numbers.

2 Complete les listes. Complete the sequence.

a dix, vingt, trente, quarante, ,

b quarante, quarante-cing, cinquante,

¢ cinquante, cinquante-deux, cinquante-quatre,

d trente, trente-trois, ____ »

quarante, quarante-quatre, quarante-huit,

£ vingt, vingt-six, trente-deusx, '




image99.png
3 Ecris les heures. Write out the times.

Tm o™ oe a6 o

Tl est quatre heures quarante. 4h 40

1l est douze heures vingt.

Tl est huit heures cinquante.

1l est dix heures trente-trois.

Il est onze heures trente.

1l est sept heures dix.

1l est une heure quarante-quatre.

Il est douze heures trente-sept.
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4 Une journée au collége

1a Choisis et écris la bonne phrase pour chaque dessin.
Choose and write out the correct phrase for each picture.
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A deux heures, je fais de la gymnastique.

A neuf heures moins dix, je joue avec mes copains.
A douze heures, je mange a la cantine.

A neuf heures moins le quart, j'arrive au college.

A neuf heures, je travaille a I'ordinateur.

Aune heure, je parle avec mes copains.

L A Y

A onze heures et quart, j'écoute le professeur.
h Adix heures et demie, j'écris dans mon cahier.

1b Dessine I'heure sur les horloges. Draw the times on the clocks.
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5 Qu’est-ce que tu portes”

Relie et colorie.
Match up and colour in.
a unsweatbleu| |

b des baskets blanches| | 4

des chaussettes grises Ij
une jupe rouge D

une chemise verte | |

un pantalon noir[ | & 7
une veste jaune[ ] 5

® = e a0
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French culture has a worldwide reputation, and French cinema, in particular, is a
‘good way for you to get your ear accustomed to the sounds of French. Morcover, the
Internet gives you access to French-language media, music, sports, and arts to a
greater degree than ever before. So take advantage of the spoken French language
environment around you, and you will quickly improve your pronunciation and
comprehension,

BORROWED WORDS

English already uses a variety of French words. You may already have eaten pdté or
Joie gras for dinner, or drunk champagne or cognac. If you once asked someone for
a rendezvous; if you once felt on the qui vive or blasé; when you remember nice
souvenirs; then you're already putting your French to use. There are many other
words, such as apropos, cul-de-sac, pastiche, poste restante, sabotage. Note that
the spelling of some words is slightly different in the two languages: for example,
the right French spelling for rendezvous is rendez-vous, for qui vive is qui-vive, for
apropos is & propos.

In addition, English has a variety of words that have their roots in French, but
‘which have been slightly changed as they have become anglicized. Many of those
‘words are related to food: for instance, the English word veal comes from the French
‘veau; pork comes from pore.

COGNATES

French and English share a number of cognates, or words that share the same lin-
guistic root and are therefore similar in spelling and meaning. Some cognates in
English and French are exactly the same; others are so similar they arc unmistak-
able. Although they will be pronounced differently in French, you should be able to
tell just by looking at cognates what their meanings are. Here are some cxamples.
Can you guess the meaning of each?

Adjectives  Nouns Verbs
capable Pacteur artiver
certain Ia défintion calculer
différent le diner changer
important Texemple décider
intelligent le fruit divorcer
‘manuel Tinformation excuser
naturel lanitee imaginer

patient T'opinion importer
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uEm
Jean regular effet
délavé 15,00€
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NOUVEAUTE

Tee-shirt ‘Batman’
10,00€
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NOUVEAUTE

[
Sweat a capuche

maille chinée 15,00€
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NOUVEAUTE NOUVEAUTE

L] ~
Blouson court effet Boots en suédine

dam 20,0¢ 19,00¢
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y marbré Pull maille poilue Jupe droite mot

te 10,00€ 15,00€ ja

10,00€
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Révision 1
1 Cest quel vétement ou quelle matiere? Trouve le code!

What item of clothing or school subject is it? Crack the code!

a 125 4519199 14
4519 21191152019
12'51916 17 14 15 12 SR
2114 161142011215 14
121 132119917215
2114 162112 12
12519 13120819
21145 385139195
21145 1021165
j 121 2053814151215795

Tw om0 a6 o

A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J|K|LM|N|O|P|Q(R|S|T|U|V|WIX|Y|Z

2 Familles de mots. Ecris ces mots dans la bonne liste.
Word families. Write the words in the correct list.

matieres vétements nombres opinions
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lamusique  c'estnul  quarante-trois  trente-deux
une jupe  ['histoire-géo  c'est génial  le sport  soixante
des baskets  c'est OK  des chaussettes  I'anglais
cinquante-deux  c'est ennuyeux  un polo
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Remplace les images par les mots dans la boite.
Replace the pictures with the words from the box below.

Salut!

&%)

Voici ma journée au collége. Jarrive au collége (T

et Je parle avec mes copains. Les cours commencent 2 @
. Le premier cours, c'est i

Clest super. J'écoute le professeur et je travaille 2 lordinateur. Puis, nous
avons anglaie. A dix heures, nous avons

Je fais de |a gymnastique — cest génial. A midi et qum je B@H
o puis je joue avec mes copains.

A deux, tjsums fous avons __Jelis le livre et
Thistoire-géo. % § = .., nousavons

*;ﬁ fﬁd" - — ¢a, C'est intéressant.

Et toi? Décris-moi ta journée & lécole.

A bientat! Amblie

histoire-géo  I'informatique  huit heures moins le quart
sport mange a la cantine  trois heures
huit heures dix ~ C'est nul  j'écris dans mon cahier ~ musique
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2 Trouve et écris: Find and write out:

a 4 matieres.

b 4 heures.

¢ 4 opinions.
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Que sais-je?

ER sg

_—

o)
>

N

@

® say what subjects I do at school Je fais

® say what I think of my subjects Langlais, Cest
Les maths, c'est

Le sport, c'est
® saywhat time it is Ilest

® say what room different subjects are in  Nous avons dessin en
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possible. a question organiser
responsable  la température respecter

Many French words starting with an € are very close to English, as long as you
know you have to change the French & into an English s. Guess the meanings of:
épeler, épice, éponge, état, étole, étrange, étrangler, étudiant, étudier. (Answers:
10 spell, spice, sponge, state, stole, strange, to strangle, student, t0 study)

Also, most French words ending with the letters tion or isme are very similar in
English; some examples are abstraction, adaptation, collection, évolution,
libéralisme, modernisme, paternalisme.
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® say three o four things I do at school  Je parle

® say what I wear for school and say Je porte
what colour my clothes are
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france at work

Hit parade of summer jobs In France

1 inahotel fun hotel]

2 in sports activites [des animations sportives]
3 ina restaurant [un restaurant]

4 with firemen [les pompiers]

5 ina hospital [un hoptal]

6 in the transport sector [les transports]

Young people at work

Until fairly recently, the French school system did little to
prepare pupils and students for the world of work. It now
\creasingly encourages visits to work places and work
placements (les stages en entreprises).

In France, teenagers are less likely to have a weekend job (un
petit boulog than in Britain: most go to school on Saturday
mornings and tend to spend a considerable amount of time
on their studies. No paper rounds for them!

‘The law stops teenagers under 14 having a job. 14 to 16 year-
olds can have a summer job (un job d’éte), provided they
have their parents’ permission, and that they only perform
light work for less than half of the holiday - no more than 35
hours a week, 7 hours a day with a 30-minute break every
four and a half hours. They should earn at least 80% of the
minimum wage (le SMIC, around 7 euros an hour) when they
are 17, and at least 90% when they are 18.

To find a summer job, you need to look at or place small ads
(les petites annonces).
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| LONDRES : Hatels, Restaurants et
Pubs recherchent personnel pour
| jobs d'ét. Postes pour débutants et
pros. Jobs de serveurs, serveuses,

| hotesses d'accuell, personnel de

| Fast Food et de Pub, barman etc.

| Age minimum: 18 ans.

} fzﬁwmm-m ‘www.londonjob.net

CAMPING EN CORSE RECHERCHE
ETUDIANT/E POUR POSTE pE
RECEPTIONNISTE. SALAIRE 950
8Uros pour e mois, LOGE-NOURRI,

Jai 15 ans et je recherche un petit
boulot de ménage ou babysitting 2
Vannes pendant les vacances de

| | Paques. Appelez Sophie. 06 75 45 37.

Jai 4 ans efjai un pefit
boulof: pendant
etle week-end, je fravaille
dans le resfaurant de mes
parents:je suis serveuse!

acance

—_——————

Amandine
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© foumnisseur daceés (net provider)

© infographiste (computer graphic
artist)

Jobs for the future

1n 1998, in order to curb unemployment (le chmage) (France has one
of the highest unemployment rates in Europe at 9%), the government
created and financed entirely new posts, “les emplois jeunes”. These
aimed to help young people under 26 find employment while meeting
the social needs of the local communi
the environment, transport, etc.

in education, health, culture,

A recent survey shows that work is very important 1o young French
people and that they want a job which is exciting as well as financially
rewarding. One of their chief worries is not being able to find a job
when they finish school. Many young people are tempted by jobs in
une start-up, a new and sometimes precarious business on the
Internet. A job is no longer for life as it used to be a generation or two
ago. Young people are often given fixed-term contracts (CDD: contrat a
durée déterminée, not always renewable) and often work part-time or
as temps. Work of this type has doubled in the last ten years and
although it caters for more people, these jobs are not secure jobs.

Jobs are now less secure
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15t May = fa Féte du Travail
(Labour Day)

The 1t May has been a bank
holiday since 1947 (but workers
don't get extra time of if itis on &
Saturday or Sunday). Trade unions
organise marches. The main rally is
in Paris, between Place de fa Bastile
and Place de fa République where.
‘speeches are made.

France has the lowest trade union
membership rate in Europe (7% of
workforce) yet the highest number of
fepresentative trade unions at

national level.

It’s not all work!
One of the main changes in the working life of French people over the
past 100 years has been the reduction in working hours by half.

A typical working day (1a journée de travail) in France starts at around
9am. On average, the French spend 20 minutes travelling to work,
which for over 70% is in the nearest town. Only 16% work in a different
town and 4% work from home (le télétravail). They don't finish work
until 6pm-8pm but normally have a two-hour lunch break. Some shops
and services (post offices, banks, etc) close at lunchtime and are
normally closed one day during the week, often on Mondays, as well
as on Sundays, although more people now work on Sundays (about a
quarter of the working population).

French workers are legally entitled to 5 weeks holiday a year, which is
more than in most countries. They also have 10 bank holidays (les jours
fériés) and the possibility of getting extra days if they faire fe pont (take
aday off in order to bridge a bank holiday and a weekend),

1n 2000, the legal working week for companies with 20 or more
employees was 35 hours (les 35 heures) making it the shortest in
Europe (the longest is in the UK). This was not always as successful as
planned but left the French with more leisure time than they had ever
had before.
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France's main employer is the
State. A quarter of the labour force
are ciil servants.

In 1973, France created le SMIC
(salaire minimum inter-
professionnel de croissance). It
afects 1% of wage eamers and
is the highest minimum wage in
Europe at about 7 euros per hour

UANPE (Agonce nationale pour
I'emploi) helps the unemployed to
find  ob by poviding acs and
advice. With 9% of its population
nemployd, France has one of |1 193, th eft-wing governmen, e Front Fopulsire, gave workers ther st

the highest rates in Europe. paid holiday (les congés payés): 2 weeks a year. In 1988, President Mitterrand's
ist government increased the entitlement to 5 weeks.
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Men vs Women

A

hours spent at workplace
5n42 an28

hours spent on housework
1h59 3n4g

hours for free time
3haa 3n02

Another major change in French working life is that 80% of women
aged between 25 and 55 now work (45% in 1968). They represent a
growing part of the labour force (115 million out of a total of 26
million). Yet, despite legislation on equality at work, men with the same
qualifications still obtain better-paid jobs (their salaries are 27.2%
higher): women tend to do the least-skilled jobs, in sectors where
salaries are lower. Employers still prefer taking on men. Unemployment
amongst women is 3% higher than amongst men. While 40% of
executives (les cadres) today are women, only 5% of these are heads of
companies. The balance is likely to change slowly as there are now
more girls than boys in higher education.

As in most other countries, the kinds of jobs people do (les métiers)
have changed over the last hundred years. The proportion of workers
in each of the three sectors, primary (agriculture, fishing, mining),
secondary (industry and manufacturing) and tertiary (service
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28% 25%
1.9, 20,00
27% 1%

[ primary sector
secondary sector
tertlary sector

industries) is the reverse of what it
was in 1900, There are indeed fewer
farmers (les agriculteurs), fishermen
(les pécheurs) and miners (les
mineurs) than ever before, fewer
factory workers (les ouvriers),
shopkeepers (les commerants) and
craftsmen (les artisans) and far more
white collar workers (les cadres or
les cols blancs). Another fast-
growing sector which appeared in
the late 1990s is the fourth sector (le
secteur quaternaire). It covers non-
profit making organisations (social
work, etc) which employ nearly

2 million people, mostly part-time.
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The french media

Despite a recent increase in the number of channels available (more

Television

The French spend on average a total

O s & 0 o e llown than 200}, the French are watching slightly less TV than before,

© vatcing tlovision (31 20 mins) | especially young people who spend more fime playing video games
© istening to th radio (2 hours) and on the Internet. However, watching television (regarder fa
© reading newspapers (40 mns) télévision) remains the favourite leisure activity in France and most

national channels follow the same patiern which fits in with the French

day. Morning programmes are

i i) between 7 and 9, wilh the

Dncomentaes g seoes

Tacumentans s ek lunchtime news at 1. Early
NewsGma s evening entertainment

Advents (pubicis) programmes (games, series, etc.)

s ) start around 7 and are very
prs—— Most watched
et programmes
(numbor of hours)

popular. The evening news and
weather start at 8, followed by

the main primetime programme
Youth programmes 14 A

(emisions ounsse) at §:55. The content of the

second part of the evening is

Clssies musc
(i ciasiqos) more cultural (debates, current

Others s utes)

affairs, eic.). There are adverts on
o IS RN 1| national channels.
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4 national public channels Among the most popular French cable or sateliite
France 2 (general interest) stations
France 3 (broadcasis national and regional Canal J (or 2 to 14-yearolds)

R Canal Jimm (for fans of the 1960's and 1970's)
Arte (Franco-German cultural channel)

Planéte (documentaries)
France 5 (educational channel) 8 Gt e
i

3 national private channels
TF1 (the oidest and most popular channel)
M6 (mainly music and series aimed at young people)

Eurosport
MCM (music)

LI (La Chaine Info) (continuous news)
Canal Plus (encoded pay-channel)





image6.png
FALSE COGNATES

False cognates are words that are written similarly in English and French but do not
share a similar meaning. There are many false cognates in French and English.
Here are some French words that look as though they would mean something else,
along with their actual meanings:

French English
actuellement currently
affronter 10 face
attendre 10 wait (for)
le bénéfice. profit

e car bus, coach

Ia caution deposit

Ia chance. luck

complet Sfull

e grief srievance

Ta journée: day

I librairie bookstore

Ia nouvelle apiece of news or a short story
e patron boss
regarder 10 look (at)
retirer 10 withdraw
e roman novel

Te surnom nickname
sympathique pleasant, nice
travailler 1o work

les vacances holidays, vacation
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Radio
Listening to the radio (écouter [a radio) is
extremely popular in France, especially
with young people. This is quite
surprising given competition from
more modern media. 99% of the

French have at least one radio at
home. 80% listen to the radio at
least once a day: at home (64%), in
the car (17%) and at work (16%).

In 1982, the French government
allowed private radios (les radios

libres) to broadcast. The choice of Ma station de radio
préférée, cest e Mouv
La musique est super!

Jécoute la radio le mafin

stations is now tremendous (more
than 1800 stations). The main
stations are France Inter, RTL (Radio
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Télé Luxembourg), and | €7 quand J€ fals mes
devoirs. Le soir, je
regarde la télé, surfout

les séries ef les films.

Europe 1which offer a
schedule of news,
music, game shows,
discussion programmes
and magazine programmes.

Young people’s favourite stations on FM offer mainly
music: Europe 2 (charts), NR/ (dance), Sky Rock (rap),
Fun Radio, Chérie FM, etc. A national station called Le
Mouv’, was created in 1997 in Toulouse for 15-24 year
olds. It plays music (especially French rock) and has
La Maison de la Radio in Paris houses the national radio  phone-ins but no commercial breaks.

company Radio-France and its many different stations,

none of which have commercial breaks (France Inter,
France Culture, France Musique, France Info ~ the non-
stop news station in Europe - etc.). You can attend free
recordings and concerts here. with the radio on.

Over 60% of young listeners always tune in to the same
station. 67% wake up 10 the radio and 56% go to bed
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The national dailles
(ranked accoraing to sales)
LEquipe (only sport)

Lo Parislen/Aujourd'hui (popular
press)

Le Monde (general interest)

Lo Figaro (ightving siant)
Libération (leftving siant)

Les Echos (business and finance)
France Soir (1aboic)

LaTrbune (business and finance)

LHumanité (linked to the
Communist Party)

ParisTurf (horse racing)

Newspapers

French national daily newspapers are amongst the least bought and the
most expensive in Europe. Less than 40% of the French read a national
daily paper (un quotidien national), compared to 85% in Britain. The
number of different newspapers published has dropped from 26 to 11
since 1945, due to their cost and the advent of radio, television and
other media,

The regional press is more successful than the national press, probably
because it concentrates on local issues. Ouest-France is the top

regional daily paper (un quotidien régional). With a readership of over
20 million,

second only to television.

There are newspapers specifically for children and teenagers: a daily
paper for children aged 10 and over, Mon Quotidien, for example, and
some weekly papers (hebdomadaires) like Le Journal des Enfants, Les
Clés de I'Actualité and Les Clés Junior. They report national and
international news and current affairs in a way that will appeal to young
people.
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La Crolx (linked to the Church of
France)

Ouest-France, Sud-Ouest, La Voix du
Nord, Le Dauphiné Libéré,
Nice-Matin, LEst-Républicain,

Les Demieres Nouvelles d'Alsace

Every year, the French goverment
organises La Semaine de la presse
dans IEcole (Press in school week)
‘when pupils leam about the various
forms of media and how to use them
ciically.

You can buy a newspaper or a magazine at a newsagent's (une maison de la
presse), a news stand (un kiosque & journaux), in supermarkets and wherever you
sce the sign Presse.
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More than 50% use the Intemet and
11% say they trust the information
they find over the et

51% say they trust television more
then a newspaper or the radio.

93% think that it s essential to be
aware of the news and curtent affairs

70% wish they could discuss current
affairs and the media in class.

Magazines
The French are the biggest readers of magazines in the world. Every
day, more than 67% of them read at least one magazine, mostly at home
(86%), at friends’ homes (7%), at work (4%) or in a waiting room (2%).

There are over 3000 titles, including weekly (hebdomadaire), monthly
(mensuel) and quarterly magazines (trimestriel). Titles disappear and
hundreds of others start up every year. Every taste, interest and age
group is catered for. Television magazines have the largest readership
of them all (the most popular is TV Magazine with 14 million readers),
followed by sports magazines (L'quipe Magazine is the most popular
of these). There are more than 80 titles for young people, from babies
to students (Okapi, Phosphore). Women's magazines are quite popular
(Femme Actuelle is 3rd in the top ten of weekly magazines). However,
the most prestigious is probably Elfe, which has about 30 foreign
editions. The best-selling current affairs magazine is Paris Match, which
blends highly illustrated news items with light features on celebrities
(actors, royal families, etc) from all over the world. Most national
newspapers and magazines have an electronic version on the Internet.
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4 Mes loisirs
1 Les sports

1 2 3
&> D o
1 Compléte les mots croisés.
.

Complete the crossword. 4

BEREEEEEERR
%‘o
3

$4 = Je n'aime pas
2 Trouve et écris la phrase pour chaque dessin. gﬁgﬁ =Je déteste
Find and write out the sentence for each picture. SL—

SDw Luw Ao

b c

By ] 5/’?@9 ﬂ‘ﬁ%@v
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1 J'aime I'athlétisme. 4 Jadore le cyclisme.
2 Je déteste le tennis. 5 J'aime la natation.
3 Le basket, bof! 6 Je n'aime pas le hockey sur glace.
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2 Que fais-tu?

1 Lis les bulles et trouve les dessins pour chaque bulle.
Read the speech bubbles and find the pictures for each.

1&2} 4 5
okl al ¢ L}
7 =
N\

‘e
A IR T

)

aNathalie: (¢ fais beaucoup de sports. Le lundi, je fais de
Iathlétisme. Le mercredi, je joue au basket et le
jeudi, je joue au badminton. Le week-end, je fais ]:1
de la danse et je-fais de I'équitation.
‘ V
b Fabien:

Le mercredi et le samedi, je
joue au foot et le week-end,
je joue au hockey.

I

Mon sport préféré, c'est le hockey sur glace. Je
joue au hockey sur glace le mercredi et le

| samedi. Le lundi, je fais de la natation et le
dimanche, je joue au tennis.
2 Vrai (v) ou faux (X)? True or false? Vv

Nathalie fait de lathlétisme.| | e Nathalie joue
au basket le mercredi.| |

¢ Céline:

Céline joue au hockey. ||
Fabien joue au foot le lundi. | |

Le sport préféré de Céline,
Cest le hockey sur glace.

Fabien joue au b
hockey le mercredi.| |

a6 o e
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3 Qulest-ce que tu aimes faire?

1 Kcris une phrase pour chaque image. Write a sentence for each picture.

a_<
\ 27
Q
b
/
[y
Jaime | lire des livres Je naime pas | lire des livres
écouter de la musique écouter de la musique
faire du vélo faire de vélo
regarder la télé regarder la télé
jouer a lordinateur jouer a l'ordinateur
faire du sport faire de sport

2 Réponds pour toi. Answer the questions for yourself

a Tuaimes jouer a I'ordinateur?

b Tu aimes faire du vélo?
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¢ Tuaimes faire du sport?
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The French Alphabet

French pronunciation follows specific rules. Just as in English, not everything is
spelled as it sounds or sounds the way it i spelled. English and French share many
sounds, but French can have several spellings for the same sound.

You will find the French alphabet in a table below. The list includes the letters,
their names (just as we say “jay” for the letterj or “ze<” or “zed” for the letter 2, let-
ters in French also have names), the sound each letter makes, and example words.
‘The pronunciation of each example word is in parentheses. In the next section, we
will explore the pronunciation of some of these letters more in depth, but this Tist
can act as a reference as you make your way through the book.

Letter  Name Sound Example
a a ain father art (ahr)
b bé bin border billet (bee-yay)
o 6 s (soft©) cime (seem)
in central
before e,i, 3
K (hard &) café (kah-fay)
in coffee
before 8, 0,u
a a dinday dame (dahm)
e uh uh in alone. e (luh)

t of fin farm ferme (fehrm)
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Mini-test

1 Trouve et écris dix activités.
Find ten activities. N
&

2 Regarde la grille et lis les phrases. C'est qui?
Lok at the grid and read the sentences. Who s speaking?

Isabelle 99
Fric ”
Danile »
Hervé ©we © 0 L4 L Lo d

a J'adore lire des livres.
b Je déteste le football.

¢ J'aime la natation.

d Je n'aime pas jouer a I'ordinateur.
e

Je déteste écouter de la musique.
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f Je n'aime pas le basket.
g Vaime faire de I'équitation.
h Je waime pas lire des livres.
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4 Le week-end

1 Relie les questions et les réponses.
Match up the questions and the answers.

a Fais-tuduvélo?| | e Vas-tu au cinéma le week-end?| |
b Joues-tual'ordinateur?| | £ Ecoutes-tu de la musique?| |
¢ Lis-tudes BD?| | g Joues-tu au tennis?| |

d Regardes-tula téléle soir?| | h Fais-tu dela natation?| |

1 Oui,jejoue a lordinateur chezmoi.

2 Oui, je fais de la natation le mercredi.

3 Oui, je vais au cinéma le samedi soir.

4 Non, je n'aime pas la musique.

5 Non, je n'aime pas les BD.

6 Oui, je fais du vélo avec mes copains.

7 Non, je n'aime pas le tennis.

8 Oui, je regarde la télé le soir.

2 Dessine un petit symbole pour chaque question de I'activité 1.
Draw a little symbol for each question in activity 1.

a b ¢ d e f g h

oy
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5 Que fais-tu quand il pleut?

1 Lis la météo. Mets les symboles dans le bon ordre.
Read the weather report and put the symbols in the correct order.

Lundi, l pleut et mard, il y a du broullard.
Mercred, il fait froid et jeud, ily a des
orages. Vendredi, il y a du ver. Le week-end,
il fait chaud et il y 2 du soleil
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2 Complete les phrases.

Complete the sentences.

a Quand 7% , je reste a la maison.
1y %
N

b Quand ~@®- , je fais du vélo.
4 [

¢ Quand j’ . ,jejouealordinateur.

d Quand _jefaisdelanatation.

e Quand ‘32
=

f Quand % , je lis des livres.

je regarde la télé.
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Révision

Interview avec Martin

Interviewer:

Martin:

Interviewer:

Martin:

Interviewer:
Martin:
Interviewer:
Martin:
Interviewer:
Martin:

Interviewer:
Martin:
Interviewer:
Martin:

Interviewer:
Martin:
Interviewer:

Bonjour, Martin, Tu fais
du sport?

Oui, je joue au football et
au basket. Je fais aussi de
la natation et de
T'athlétisme.

Quel est ton sport
préféré?

Mon sport préféré, c'est
le basket. Je joue au
basket le lundi et le
samedi.

Tu aimes jouer au tennis?
Oui, j'aime le tennis, mais je préfere le football.

Ty a des sports que tu n'aimes pas?

Oui, je déteste le rugby et je n'aime pas le volley.

Que fais-tu le week-end?

Je fais du vélo et je joue au football avec mes copains le
samedi. ]'aime aller en ville et je vais au McDo avec mes
copains.

Et le dimanche?

Le dimanche, je reste a la maison et je joue a I'ordinateur.
Qu’est-ce que tu fais le week-end quand il pleut?

Je ne joue pas au football quand il pleut. Je reste a la
maison et je regarde la télé ou je lis des BD.

Et que fais-tu quand il fait chaud?

Je fais du sport. Je fais de la natation ou je joue au football.
‘Merci, Martin.
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1 Lisinterview. Trouve les symboles pour:
Read the interview. Find the symbols for:

lundi:

samedi:

dimanche:

quand il pleut:

quand il fait chaud:
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2 Clestvrai (v) ou faux (X)? Is it true or false?

T® moe a6 o

i

i

Martin aime le sport.

Le lundi, il joue au football.

Son sport préféré, Cest la natation.

Il aime le tennis.

1l Waime pas le basket.

Le week-end, il aime aller en ville et il va au cinéma.
Le dimanche, il joue 4 'ordinateur.

Quand il pleut, il joue au football.

11 lit des BD quand il pleut.

Quand il fait chaud, il fait de la natation ou il joue au football.

3 Atoi! Réponds aux questions.
Answer the questions for yourself.

Tu fais du sport?

OOooooononoo

Quel est ton sport préféré?

Tu aimes jouer au tennis?

Tl'y a des sports que tu n'aimes pas?

Que fais-tu le samedi?

Que fais-tu le dimanche?
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Que sais-je?

Ican...

® say which sports I like

® say which sports I dont like

® saywhat Ido in my free time

® saywhatIdon'tdo

® saywhat I like doing.

® say what I dontlike doing.

® saywhat Ido at the weekend

® say what the weather is like

® saywhat I do when the weather is bad

Je n'aime pas
Je joue — o
Je fais

Je ne joue pas

Je ne fais pas

Jaime

Je n'aime pas

Le week-end, je

1
Quand il
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N

® saywhat I do when the weather Is good ~ Quand il

L S




image8.png
samesg=—x -

hé

ash
zhee

ka
2

@
oh
pé
ku

doobl vé
eeks

ee grek
2d

2h (soft g)

in pleasure
beforee,i,y;

& (hard g)

in guarantee

before a,0,u

always silent

eein meet

2h (soft g)

in pleasure

e (hard ) in cat

Tin light

min Monday

nin natural

oinroll

pinpearl

K (hard )

in carry

pronounced in back
of mouth, rolled like
light gargling sound
in simple in beginning
of word or before or
after consonant;

2in zone between
vowels

rinask

1o equivalent in English;
pronounce ee and then
round your lips

vin valley

vinvalley

gzin exact;

ks in excellent

yinyes

zin zone

gymnastique
(@him-nah-steek)

garage (gah-rahch)

hameau (ah-moh)
ici (ee-see)
Jjava (zhah-vah)

kilo (kee-loh)
tune (lun)

‘malle (mahi)
natte (nahi)

mot (moh)
piscine (pee-seen)

bargue (bahrk)
réve (rehv)

masque (mahsk)

basilic (bah-zee-leek)

tennis (tay-nees)
tu ()

vivace (vee-vahs)
wagon (vah-goh(n))
exact (eh-gzahki)
exquis (chks-kee)
yaourt (yah-00-11)
zest (zehst)
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ts notall work and no play for

French teenagers. As well as
weekends and those long school
holidays, most children have all or part
of Wednesday off school. It used to be
a day for religious studies but now it
used for sport, cinema outings or
clubs such as scouts and guides.
Between the ages of 11 and 14, there is
a difference in what interests boys and
girls. Boys prefer playing video games
(s jeux de console) whereas girls
choose reading (1a lecture), drawing
(le dessin) or painting (1a peinture).

Favourite hobbles for 11-19 year olds
listening to music

(couter de Ia musique)
84%
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Music i the top leisure activity for French teenagers. Quite often they
willlisten to the same music as you. In France, British and American
bands and singers are as popular as French ones. With a couple of
‘The average French teenager spends as  exceptions, French pop music (la musique pop) has not really made it
:‘:i::g';;’;ﬂ;g ;:;5’ :‘Y/::‘) d;;‘: big in English-speaking countries. MC Solaar for rap (le rap) and Air
day of the week when most TV i and Daft Punk for techno (1a techno) are probably the best known
e nasie L R T st o e tireacte trn IR Pt S cuict Shetieek
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Where the French stay on holiday

with family or friends 26%
(chez des parents ou des amis)

ata campsite 21%
(au camping)

self-catering house or flat ~ 16%
(en focation)

ata hotel (3 fhotel) 5%

other (autres)

The Paris region Is the home of two
great amusement parl

Disneyland Paris

Parc Astérixis
at Mame-la-Vallée  based on the
cartoon character.

Pendant les vacances défé, je vais au

bord de la mer, chez ma grand-mére.
Je fais de la natafion et je joue au volley
sur la plage. En hiver, je fais du ski

In February, schoolchildren all
have two weeks' winter holiday,
commonly called vacances de
ski as many teenagers go to ski
school. But July and August are
the main months for time out
(le temps libre) and holidays
(les vacances) in France. In Paris and other large towns, a lot of small
shops and restaurants close up for a whole month so that the owners
can go away for a few weeks, Traffic jams can be horrendous as
thousands of French holidaymakers and foreign tourists head to the
coast, the most popular destination. Nine out of ten French
holidaymakers (les estivants) prefer to stay in France rather than travel
abroad in the summer. Certainly, France has something to suit
everybody: seaside (la mer), mountains (la montagne), lakes (les lacs),
countryside (la campagne) and cities (les cités).

Alarge number of French children - particularly between 7 and 14 -
spend time at a summer camp (une colonie de vacances) where they
are looked after by moniteurs who organise outings, games and
activitics. These camps are often subsidised by the State or the
company that one or other of the parents works for. One in four
teenagers stays at home during the summer holidays.

Al over France, local festivals are organised during the summer
months. Le Festival InterCeltique in Brittany attracts a quarter of a
million people.
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he French love sport (le
Tsporn Even f they don't
take part themselves, they are
keen spectators. France can
boast a number of world-
famous sporting events and
the government has spent a
ot of money building
impressive facilities like the
Palais Omnisports de Paris-
Bercy.

Cydling (le cyclisme)

| During the Tour de France cycle

race, crowds line the streets as
the cyclists follow a new 2500
mile route round France cach
summer. The finish, which is
always on the Champs-Elysées in
Paris around 14th July (Bastille
Day), is something of a national
event. The winner of the previous
day's leg of the race wears a
special yellow jersey (le maillot
jaune). Two other jerseys 1o spot
are fe maillot vert (a green jersey
worn by the leader on points)
and le maillot & pois (a red polka-

dot jersey worn by the king of

the mountains’ (e meilleur

grimpeur).
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Football (le football or le foot)

Football is the most popular sport in France today.

Aiter a fabulous victory in the World Cup. (la Coupe

du Monde) in 199, the French national team —known Pétanque or Boules
were

as les Bleus because of their blue jerseys
heroes, But carly defeat in the 2002 compeition left
their supporters disillusioned and a bit annoyed:

A lot of the best French players are snapped up bY
{oreign clubs who have more money t0 spend than
{he French clubs. Le Championnat de France de
Football is the competition for France's 20 first-
division clubs. When -
Paris-Match magazine 1
asked the French public
10 vote for the greatest

sportsmen/women of
the last 50 years, three
of the top five were

Although a1 3
large number of fa
0 of this game

Which is  bit like bowls - are old men in berers,
wi I
S popular with all ages. It is in fact the fourth
ges. ILis in fact the :
MOst popular sport in france and there are.
i

footballers : Zinedine |
local, nat
‘onal and international championshi
nships.

Zidane (36% of the
votes), Fabien Barthez

| (35%) and Michel Platini

| (25%).
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Did you know...?

© The most popular video games in France
are sports based (Gran Tursmo, Fifa,
etc).

© Tennis (Ie tennis) is becoming less
popular but gof (le golf) is gaining in
popularity.

© Rugby (Je rugby) is most popular in the
South-West of France. Top teams are
Bive, Pau, Toulouse and Racing de Pars. | Hunting and shooting

(la chasse)

© In Brttany, with its long coastine, sailing
(12 vile) is a popular actviy The French
| have been successful in a lot of
transatiantic yacht races.

Because of its rural past and
unsentimental attitude to
wild animals, France has long
been a hunting nation. Today
there are more than 5 million

© Suring (le surf) and snowboarding (le
‘snowboard) are popular sports among

young people. hunters, more than in any

other country in Europe and
double the number in Britain,
even though 60% of the
population say they are
against blood sports.

© Bullfights (fes corridas) and bullraces
(les courses de taureaus) take place in
the summer months in towns in the
South of France like Arles and Nimes.
which have large Roman arenas.
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festivalsiand traditions

2 I e Jour de FAn (New ear's Day)
Afestive lunch with family and fends, a visit
o elderly rlatves, and des étrennes (exra
pocket maney) for the chidren. Over the next
feu weeks, the French wilwite 10 5 New
Year greetngs o people who are fa away:
These are often writen on formal visting cards
(des carts de vst),

6 1 Cepphanic it Nigh)
Whoserfnds the cham tidden i et
des Ros o fat oud cake it papr crown
oni) s couned king o ueen.

2 't La Chandeleur (Candlemas)
Puope ke and os pancle e rpes)
i el i e pocke ot ond k!

14 La Saint valentn (Valerting's Day)
Celebiated in very much the same way as in
Bitin, with cards, flowsrs and an over-priced
meal ata restaurant!

+ Mardi Gras (Shove Tuescy)

A time for camivals and more pancakes, o
celebrate the begining of Len (e Caréme),
Chistian raditon of fatingfor 40 days before
Easter The Camaval de Nice with s
‘magnificent fioats, is the most famous i

1 Poisson dAvi (Apel Fools day)

People playticks (des faces) on fends and
family.Chiren stck paper fish on peoples
acks and joumalits invent hoaxes. Everyone:
says: Poisson dAvill

+ I Piques (Easter)

On Easter Sunday, chilren get chocolates
shaped like eges (les wufs de Péques),bels,
chickens,rabbit, et Same famles ide egss
in the garden for childen to hunt. Easter
Monday i a day of.

1 W La Féte du Trval (Labou Day)

A day off work Trade Unions organise
processlons in towns and ciis, It aso
raditonal or people o ghe a bunch of By of
the valley to family an frends forluck.

8 W La Fete de laVictore
{Victory in Europe Day)

La fote des Meres (Motner's Day)

Onthe st Sundey of the month, tis
tradiiona for chicren to ghe their mum a
present and for the family 0 g0 out o 3
restaurant, Bone ete, Maman!

end Way-une + I8 Litscension

This Cathalic festval takes place 40 days after
Easte. s usuallyon a Thursay. Mot French
people end to take the Fiday of as well and

have a long weskend. It s called aie e pont

(10 make 2 bide).

mid-June La fte des Pores (Fathes Day)
Altnough ess celebraed than Motner's Day, it
is now tracitonal to ememmber the dads by
ging them 2 present, qute often a Uo or
atershavel

+ 10 La pentecote (Writsur)

The rligous significance of this Chistian
festial has been forgoten, and i s seen by
many 35 an opportunity to g0 away on a long.
Weekend. s now sadly associated with a high
number o ata oad aceidents, as mary.
people are on the moe.

24 La fte de fa Musique (Music Day)
Since 1982, France has celebrated the fst
day of summer with sreetconcerts and
performances. Ths has become an extemely
‘popular festival.
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France and atiracts thousands of vistors every

To commemorate victory in World War Il in
1945, there i a coremory where oficials and
warveterans place flowers at the foot of the
war memora (1 Monument au Mort), found
in most Fench towns.

Dans ma famile, on féte Noél
et le Nourel An. En plus, on
féfe aussi IAid: cest une

féfe musulmane pour la fin
du Ramadan. Nous, on aime
bien faire |a féte en famille/

1 - offial ank hoidays fours féis)
= Cathalic esthals
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24 Le feu de la Saint-Jean
(Mid-Summers D)

Most places i France celebrate 24th June by
having a huge fire buming with food, drinks,
music and sometimes ireworks

Les grandes vacances (summes holdays)
School frshes at the end of June, for at least
eight veek! Lots of people setof on hoiday
(manly making forthe South of France)

14 I8 L5 Fate Nationale (Bastle Day)

This day commenorates the stoming of the
Bastlle prison by French Revolutonares in
1789. People celebrate with freworks and
steet partes, on the 13th o 141h at ight. The
offcial celebration consits of a miary parade
on the Champs£lysées i Pars.

15 1 1N CAssomption (Assumption)
Catholis honourthe Virgin Mry with church
senices and processions i towns and vilages.
For most people, i has become synonymous
with ether a famiy meal or tafic ams on the
way home from holiday!

1stweek La rentée (back 0 school)
Time forpupis 0 g0 back toschool.They have
Bought thirschoal equipment pens, pencils,
exerise books, etc) and their books
beforchand.

Festials des Vendanges
(Grape harvest festhals)

Octobe s the month when the grapes are
picked 10 make wine (a backbreaking job
usually done by students). Many festals tahe
place attr the harvest i the wine gowing.
regions

31 Halowe'en
Although an od Cetic radition, Hallowe'en
wasn't clebrated in France unt ecenty. It s
now very popular with chien and has
become an extrmely commercialsed evert.

14 108 Lo Tussant (4 Sans Oay)
TadonallyFench people vt the cemetery
on s day 10 pay the respects and to
deconteth family graves win
enysanthemums

11 0 CAmistice (Remembance Day)
The end of Word War | i commemorated al
over France. I Pars, the President of the
Repubiic laces flowers on the T o the
Unknown Soldier under the Arc de Triomphe.

[osemmba i sttt o

5
In the noth and the castof France, Saint
Miolas (Santa Claus) comes to reward goad
ehidren. n othe regons of France, they must
wat untl Chistmas o get presents.

24 Le soir de Nol (Chismas E
French people ceebrate Chistms with a
éveilon (a party wih a lae dinner and special
foad). Chistans g0 o midright mass

25+ 0 Le jour de Noél (Christmas Day)
Children open thelr presents in the morning. ¢
is usually a day for family gatherngs and a
adional meslof ysters, ukey with
chestnuts and a chocolate Chistmas log.
Joyews Nod! (Merry Christmas). s not
radiionl for French people o send Chistmas
cards. Frends, neighbours and family members
don'texchange cards a they do n Biain.

31 La Sait Sybestr (New Years Eve)
This s celebrated with another révilon, often
it frends or in a retaurant. AL midrigh
people dink a gass of champagne and wish
each other Bonne annde! (Happy New Year)
under  branch of misteto for g00d luck.

Number of days off
11 days - offlal bank hoidays (UK: 8)
104 - weekends. (UK: 104)

25 paid hoiidays (UK: about 20 ays)
140 days ot work (UK: 132)
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When itis your name day (i féte),
people wish you “Bonne féte!”,friends
send cards and small children get a
litte present.

How religious are the French?

© Catholics who go to church
regularly: 7%

© Catholics who go to church
occasionally: 24%

© Catholics who don't g0 to
church: 41%

© Muslims: 2%

© Jews: 1%

© Protestants: 1%
© Others: 2%

© Non-believers: 21%

What do religious festivals mean
to the French?

© a chance to have a day off with
family (83%)

© an opportunity to refect on the
meaning of life (48%)

Calhohcmu has played an
important role in the

country's cultural heritage and
traditions. There is evidence of
this in everyday life, for
instance in the main festivals,
regional folk festivals (like the
pardons in Brittany), the
calendar, where every day is
named after a saint, the
architecture, the numerous
places of pilgrimage (over 1500
of them, like the world-famous
Lourdes), the crosses and
grottos at the roadside, street  pardons are sillvery popular festivals in
names and school names, etc.  Brittany and attract many tourists.

As religion now impacts less on lives in France, itis no longer at the
heart of traditional family events: there are fewer church weddings,
fewer christenings (fe baptéme) and fewer children taking their first
communion (la premiére communion).

France is Catholic by
tradition. However, the
population of France
includes people from many
religions. Islam is France’s
second religion with over 5
million Muslims. They have
their own customs,
traditions, festivals
(Ramadan, Fid, etc) and
food: the North African
dish, couscous, has become
one of France's national
dishes and raf (a mixture of
old and modern North
African music), one of
French young peoples
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Pronouncing Vowels

French has six vowels: a, e, i, 0, u, and y. French vowels often take accents:

* The acute accent (accent aigu): é
* The grave accent (accent grave): &, & i
* The circumflex (accent circonflexe): &, &, &, &

a The vowel a (a) and its variants & and & sound similar to a in father. Practice

saying these examples:
la (lak) the (feminine)
facile (fah-cee-1) easy
pite (pah-1) paste

@ e s pronounced uh like a in alone or u in burn. Practice saying these examples:
Je Gahuh) I

Te (k) the

ce (suh) shis, that

Note: Except in short words like those above, an unaccented e at the end of a
word is usually not pronounced. Practice saying these examples:

carotte (kah-ror) carrot

argile (ahr-zheel)  clay

verre (vehr) glass

& is pronounced like ay in day, but not drawn out (er and ez are pronounced the
same way). Practice saying these examples:

thé (1ay) tea
Vélo (vay-lo) bicycle
carré (kah-ray) square

& is pronounced like

get (ai and af are pronounced the same way). Practice

saying these examples:
‘mére (mehr) mother
pere (pehr) Jather

chre (shehr) dear or expensive (feminine)
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© atime to go to a religious
service (42%)

© a time for prayer (33%)

‘Tavourite types of music

North African dishes such as
couscous are very popular in
France
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i France is a mixture of colourful customs and
o Fnh sped i traditions which vary greatly from region to
bring good luck: region. As in Britain, each area has its own
specialities for food and meals, such as
pancakes in Brittany, cheese fondue in the
© aladybird landing on your finger | Alps, cassoulet (meat and white beans stew)
in the south-west, etc.

© a four eaf clover

© breaking white glass

© seeing a spider In the evening Some regions have their own language and
their own distinctive folk songs and
bring bad luck: traditional music, particularly Brittany with

Itic soun i
O i a 1ok celic sounds such as bagpipes, and Corsica
with its polyphonic singing.
© breaking a miror
Every region of France has its traditional
costumes (les costumes traditionnels), now

© seeing a spider in the morning only worn during folk festivals,

© having 13 guests at a table

A bigouden (south-west Brittany

The different regions have different types of festivals and festivities.
 In Brittany, the fest-noz - literally “night feast”, with traditional and
modern celtic music, dance and food - are becoming increasingly
popular.

® In the south-west of France, the férias (annual town festivals) are
influenced by Spain, with bullfights and street races with young cows.

 In the north, near Calais, whole towns become giant fun fairs and car
boot sales during la ducasse or la braderie, the most famous being the
Braderie de Lille.

® Provence is well-known for its Christmas celebrations, spanning
40 days. There are markets (les marchés de Noel), where you can find
Santons, smallfigures made of clay to decorate nativity scenes, street
performers, singers, travelling storytellers and plays (pastorales) as well
as créches vivantes (nativity scenes with actors) and the famous

[ SRy e = 45 chilsaslis s £-tioistiieas Evel
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Nous habitons ...

Ecris une phrase pour chaque image. Write a sentence for each picture.

b

-0 a6 o B

Nous habitons

en banlieue

en ville

ala montagne

au bord de la mer
dans un village
ala campagne
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2 Complete les bulles. Complete the :pmh bubbles.

2 [ J'habite en ville pres J'habite dans un
% u_uié vnllage prés
c

Nous habitons en Nous habitons en J'habite en ville,
banlieue pres ville prés prés

V= Vv V

ducinéma  ducollege des magasins _de léglise _de la gare |
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2 La maison

1 Trouve et écris neuf mots. \
Find and write out nine words. %\\\

W
=
=
-
Sl
=
>

paefawia}d

maisonapparfement incave

2 Choisis une image pour chaque texte. Choose a picture for each text.
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a Delphine et ses parents habitent une grande
maison en ville. Il y a un jardin avec beaucoup d'arbres.| |

b Marc et sa mére habitent un appartement en banlieue.
Lappartement est petit. Il 'y a pas de jardin ni de garage.| |
3 Complete le texte pour l'image qui reste.
Complete the text for the remaining picture.
Rachid et ses parents habitent

dans .lya

avec et

un garage unvillage une petite maison
un jardin  beaucoup d'arbres
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3 Le plan de ma maison

1 Compléte les mots avec les voyelles (a, 3, €, 6,1, 0, u).
Fill in the vowels.

al_c__s.n_ gl_s_ll_d_b__ns
b loc v hl_

¢ L ch_mbr_ i i

di_s_ll_ _m_ngr Jrl—d-—ch—

e labaraas k I'_nw_ _
f1_j_rdn 1 s Ln
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2 Eeris le nom des pidces sur le plan. Write the rooms on the plan.

Nous habitons une maison en
ville. Au rez-de-chaussée, il y a la
cuisine, le salon, 1 salle &
manger et une petite salle de
toilettes. Au premier étage, il y a

trols chambres et une salle de
bains. Au deuxiéme étage, ily a
le bureau de ma mére et une
salle de jeux. Au sous-sol, ily 2
un garage.
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1 Lance un dé et souligne les bons mots.
Throw a dice and underline the correct words.

étage,lya | chambres

oo
= . ooe)
Jhabite ala en ville en en au bord
campagne baniieue montagne | de la mer
prés dela du des | de dela du
gare collige | magasins |  regl poste | supermarché|
Ihabite | une grande | unepetite | ungrand | un petit une un
maison maison | appartement | appartement | ferme chalet
Au rez-de- une un une salle des un une salle
chaussée,ilya|  cuisine salon amanger |  toilettes bureau do jeux
Au premier trois quatre | deux salles six deux | trois salles |
chambres | debains | chambres | chambres | de bains

2 Ecris un petit texte avec tes mots choisis.

Write a little text with your chosen words.

Exemple: J'nabite en ville prés du collége. Shabite une ferme. Au rez-de-
chaussée, ily a une salle de joux. Au premier étage, il y a trois chambres.
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4 Chez moi

Papaprépare le repas.
Masnas. regarde la. t8lé,
Mon frive écoute de la,musique
Dans le salon, au rez-de-chaussée
Maswur joue au pingpong,

Ma copine est au supermarchs.
Mais won chien, oivect-ile

Le-voili il est dans Lentrie,

Mon, chat, Chouchou, il dore.

Mon copain travaille dans (o  garage.
£t wa, o lis des Livres

Dans ma, chawdbre au premier étage.

Mais Victor, oiv ect-ile
2L West pas dans L jardin.

e lit pas de livres

Parce que Victor, clst mon lapin!

1 Lisle poeme et choisis une image (1-7) pour:
Read the poem and choose a picture for:

a Papa 1 e Maman |
b lechat O f lacopine O
¢ laseur | | g, le copain O
d lefrere Il




image10.png
1 The vowel i or  sounds like ee in beet. Practice saying these examples:
‘mari (mah-ree) husband

vie (vee) fe

pari (pah-ree) bet

© The vowel o has an open and a closed sound. The open o sounds a lttle bit like
auin caught. Practice saying these examples:

bonne (bon) good
sotte (sor) silly (feminine)
vote (vor) vote

© The closed o sounds like o in roll. Practice saying these examples:
abricot (ah-bree-koh) apricot

sot (soh) silly (masculine)

pot (poh) o, jar
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2 Iis sont oli? Relie.
Where are they? Match them up.

a

b
c
d

Le frere?
Le chien?
La copine?

Le copain?

au supermarché
dans le garage
dans I'entrée

dans le salon
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5 Dans ma chambre

1 Remplace les images par des mots.
Replace the pictures with words from the box below.

Dans ma chambre j'ai un m , une

pour mes vétements, une

aux murs et j'ai un % ’

=)
Dans ma chambre j'ai un grand Q/ ey

une etune ﬁ - Jai une
@ et j'ai beaucoup de @‘i@ :

ordinateur lit CD commode table
chaise armoire étagére  posters it

J'ai des

2 Complete avec sur, sous, dans ou par terre.
Complete witl sur, sous, dans or par terre.
ey

E, Le chat est I'armoire.

a
b i La souris est la trousse.

Ay D ¢
. Q= B %) Lehamster est .
o
e LX) Le lion est les arbres.
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Révision 1
Complete les mots croisés. Complete the crossiwor.

Verticalement |

12 au premier ...

e
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Révision 2
1 Remplace les images avec des mots.
Replace the pictures with words from the box below.

Nous habitons dans un petit village @=<28 Nous

habitons une petite () prés de
[

Au rez-de-chaussée, il y a une grande

un@ pour ma mére.

le bureau. Nous n'avons pas de @  nous

mangeons dans la cuisine. Au premier étage, il y a trois @@@

— une pour ma meére, une pour ma sceur et mo, et une

pour mon frére et il y a une petite @ .
avec beaucoup & (Y1)

.Je joue au @ avec mon frére dans

» un salon et

dans

Nous avons un grand

le jardin.

Je partage une chambre avec @ , Lise. Les murs sont
roses. Il y a deux Eg , une table avec une petite
e % : et une petite table ol je fais

un
%03;/ .1y a aussi une grande [m

pour les vétements et beaucoup de @m aux murs.

regarder la télé dans ma chambre. J'écoute de la

re
A, dans la chambre aussi. J'adore ma chambre!
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mes devoirs
cuisine

arbres  Elle trav:

chaise

ma sceur

posters

e
armoire

salle & manger

alacampagne  maison

chambres

football ~ bureau lits

salle de bains

musique

I'église
jardin
télévision
aime
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Ican...

® say where we live

say where I live near

say what type of house or flat 1 live in

say if there is a garage or a garden

say what rooms there are in my house

say what I do in the house

7\ ——— 5 Chezmoi

Nous habitons

Jhabite prés

J'habite

flya —

Tin'y apas de
Chez moi, ilya

Dans ma chambre, je

Dans le salon, je

Dansla salle de bains, je

Danslasalleamanger,je
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® saywhat I have in my room Dans ma chambre,il y a
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0, 0,
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wedding (un mariage). Last time they all met was for great-
grandfather Martin's funeral (les obséques). They will soon meet up
again for a christening (un baptéme) and a first communion (une

premiére communion). Such family occasions usually involve a festive
meal and catching up with distant relatives (les parents). Family
gatherings are popular with 90% of French people. 75% of 11-19 year-
olds find their family life “pleasant and relaxed" and for 90% their
family is the most important thing in life.

Family names

The most common French sumame is | Let’s see how typical Lucas’ family is.

Martin.
Monsieur and Madame Martin have three children, Lucas, 13, his

sister, Chloé, 19, and litfle brother Thomas, 2. This is slightly above the
national average of 1.77 children? Only 8% of French families have
© cChristian names: Thomas, Richard |  three or more children.

Other common French sumames are
based on:
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© Places: Laorét, Deschamps

© Occupations: Meunier, Boulanger,
Leclerc, Maréchal, Lévéque

© Personal characteristics: Lebrun,
Lejeune, Petit

They have a dog. More than half of French households keep a pet. In
fact, France has the record number of pet owners in Europe. Their
favourites are dogs, cats, fish, birds and rodents.

Lucas' grandparents live close by and often come round to help. Two-
thirds of French grandparents live less than 20kms away and are
involved in their children’s and grandchildren’s lives.
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U The vowel u has no equivalent in English, but you can make it by pronouncing
the sound ee and then rounding your lips. Practice saying these examples:

w () you

vu (ve) seen

T (luy read

U After the letters g and g, the u is silent in French. Practice saying thesc
examples:

quatre (kahtr) Sour

guérir (gay-reer) 10 heal
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Words young French people
would use to describe their
relationship with their parents:

© respect (42% )
© friendship (29%)
O lack of understanding (22%)

© conflit (6%)

A day with the Martins

7.00am Lucas'day stars with the smell of frsh coffe.
Aftr kissing each other good morning, the family have
breakfast ogether
8.00 O his way to vork, Monsieur Martn ives Chioé to
the bus stop.Like most French students, she goes to
the university nearestto her home. Young people leave
ome later tha in the UK, at age 25 on average),
a5 they are either studying or unemployed before then.

8.30 Lucas rides his bike to school. Madame Martin drops the toddler at fa
créche municipale, an income-related State nursery, on her way to the office
where she works part-time. More than 75% of French mums go out to work.
12.30 Except for Chloé, the Martins go home for their two-hour funch break
It used to be quite common for school children to go home for lunch, but nowadays
not many parents are home at lunchtime 50 a lot of pupis (60%) eat n the school
canteen. The system of bringing a packed unch does not exist n France.
16,40 Lucas gets back from school. He has a snack (un godter), does his
homework and then plays on his computer or watches TV until
dinnertime. In France, 2-19 year olds spend an average of
3 hours 30 a day in ront of the TV
19.00 Monsieur Martin comes home from work and cooks.
the dinner. This is quite unusual as French dads tend to do far
less housework (1 hour 59 a day) than mums (3 hours 48)!
20.00 Monsieur Martin plays table football with Lucas. Most

French parents spend about 12 hours a week playing with their
children

21.00 The family watches a film on the TV setin the siting room.

22.30 Bedtime for Lucas who kisses everyone goodnight before going up.
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he most spectacular changes in French society over the last few
decades are probably those that have affected the traditional
nuclear family, a trend very similar to that in Britain.

The number of married couples fell adically after
the 1960s (it seems to have increased again over
the last few years). The French get married much
later than they used to: at the age of 28 for women
and 30 for men. They have children later too. Over
90% of couples live together before marriage (I
mariage).

One in three or four marriages ends in divorce (fe
divorce). In two thirds of cases, divorced couples
have children and in 80% of cases the children stay
with their mother. However, the number of
divorces is stabilising

In France, one in six couples live together but are
not married (vivre en cohabitation or en union
libre), the second highest number in Europe after
Sweden, and one in three children are now born
to unmarried couples.

1n 1999, after much social debate and controversy,
a new contract was created in France: the PACS
(le pacte civil de solidarité). It gives two people,
including homosexual couples, who have lived
together for more than two years, the same rights
and benefits as married couples. A new word was
coined, “se pacser” (to get “pacsed”, ie. to live
together “officially”)

The number of people staying single is increasing:

over 30% of those born in the 1970s are single.
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s [101/5€. and. home:

% of people who own the following:

vacuum cleaner
(Un aspirateur)
fridge.

(Un éfrigérateur)

freezer
(Un congélateur)

wasting machine
(Un lave-linge)

tumble dryer
(Un siche-linge)

dishwasher
(Un lavevaisselle)

microwave oven

1970

84%

80%

6%

57%

3%

(Un four & micro-ondes) -

toaster
(Un grille-pain)

15%

97%

99%

8%

97%

2%

%

63%

67%

rench people used to spend more money on food than on their

‘home, but during the 1990s all that changed. The average
household now spends a quarter of its income on rent, heating and
light and a further 6.5% on furniture, repairs and so on. People are
spending more and more of their free time at home and like their
home to be comfortable and well equipped.

The kitchen (1a cuisine) is often the heart of a French home and new
homes are designed with larger kitchens than in the past. Most
Kitchens are well equipped. A large number of French teenagers (80%)
have their meals in the kitchen and visitors are often invited to sit

round the kitchen table for a drink and a chat. A veranda (une véranda)
or a balcony (un balcon) are also popular places to eat and socialise.
Underneath a house there is often a cellar (une cave), traditionally
used to store wine but also a useful place to keep bikes or garden
tools.
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Ihabite & Saint-Omer, dans le
nord de la France. Chez moi,
ily a une grande cuisine, un
séjour, une salle de bains et
frois chambres. lly a aussi
un garage ef un pefit jardin
derriére la maison.

Claire, 14 ans
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A French living-room (un salon or un séjour)
is typically equipped with a TV, a stereo
and/or radio and a sofa and armchairs.
Particularly in warmer parts of the country,
Say it with flowers there may be a rug rather than a fitted carpet.
56% of French homes have a garden

It's becoming increasingly popular to have an
(un jardin). " Ll

ofice or study (un bureau) at home. Home
computers are popular in France but not as
popular as they are in Britain. One in five
homes uses France-Télécom's Minitel service.
@ With a special free Minitel terminal in their
@ O home, telephone subscribers can find out
what's on at the cinema, check train or bus

timetables and buy tickets.

@ A French bathroom (la salle de bains) may be equipped with a central
mixer tap at the washbasin and a bidet, as well as a shower and/or bath.
® - owners are regular gardeners One in five French homes has more than one toilet and one in ten has
@ - ouners only do the garcening more than one bathroom.
occasionally

A French garage (le garage) is often part of the main house. Quite a lot

© = ouners never do any gardening | of people go into their house through the garage rather than the front

door. All sorts of things are stored there including food supplies (tins,
jars, etc.) and, of course, the car.
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Second homes

‘Some people have not just one but
two homes. France is the European
country with the highest proportion
of second (or holiday) homes (les
résidences secondaires);

@ 56% are in the country
(ala campagne)

© 32% are at the seaside
(au bord de 1a mer)

@ 16% are in the mountains
(ala montagne).

56% of all French people live in a house (une maison individuelle)
compared 10 83% in Britain. That means it is quite common for a
French teenager to live in a flat (un appartement). It is also more usual
in France than in Britain for families to rent accommaodation, although
just over half of French households do own their home.

Itis difficult to say what a typical French home looks like because there
is s0 much variety. As people have always tended to use local materials
10 build their homes, house styles and materials vary from region to
region. You may sce a lot of brick houses (des maisons en briques) in
the north, wooden chalet-style houses (des chalets) in the Alps or grey
stone houses (des maisons en pierre grise) in Provence in the south of
France, for example. The style of the roof (le toit) of a house is often
typical of the region too: in Alsace, the half-timbered houses have
steep roofs so the rain runs off whereas in sunnier Provence the flatter
roofs are made of clay tiles, a practice probably started in Roman times.
In Burgundy, pretty glazed tiles are often used to decorate the roof and
in Normandy you can find picturesque houses with thatched roofs.
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There are half a millon homeless (les
SDF = sans domicie fixe) in France.

A priest called 'Abb Pierte, with the
help of a famous comedian Coluche,
setup an organisation called fes
restos du coeur, Iteraly ‘restaurants
with a heart. They raise funds for
soup Kitchens to offer food to
Homeless peaple fiving on the strets.
They also offer other services such as
free hairdressers forthe homeless
and help with witing a CV.

In the centre of towns, apartment blocks (les immeubles) are often old,
with fancy wrought iron balconies and shutters. Shutters (les volets) at
the windows are a feature of most flats and houses in France, whether
old or new. They are made from wood or metal. They keep the place
ool in summer and warm in winter and are effective at keeping
burglars out. Modern blocks can be found in some town centres
though they are mainly situated on the outskirts of town. They usually
have a security entryphone and number-coded locks (un digicode) on
the street door.

City suburbs are growing all the time. In the 1950 and 60s, the French
government built lots of low-rent public housing known as HLM
(habitations & loyer modéré) to cope with housing shortages. The first
HLM were mainly high-rise blocks builtin clusters and have been
described as concrete deserts because the planners did not provide
enough shops, schools, play areas and other social facilities. The result
was that these ‘new towns’ got a bad reputation and had lots of social
problems. Recent HLM developments have been much more carcfully
designed and are attractive and pleasant places to live. Today, one in
five French households live in an HLM.
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DIPHTHONGS

Diphthongs are a combination of two vowels or of a vowel and a consonant and are
treated as one syllable. There are many diphthongs in French.

ai or ai is pronounced like e in met. Practice saying these examples:
it (leh) milk

chaise (shehz) chair

chaine (shehn) chain

au or eau is pronounced like o in roll. Practice saying these examples:

seau (soh) bucket
veau (vol) veal
chiteau (shah-toh)  castle

eu has two sounds. The closed sound is pronounced like u in put. Practice saying

these examples:
peu (put) Jew
jeu huh) same
deux (duh) two

e The open sound is pronounced like u in fun. Practice saying these examples:
beuf (buhf) beef
seul (suhi) alone

erand ez at the end of a word are pronounced like ay in lay. Practice saying
these examples:

assez (ah-say) enough

marcher (mahr-shay) o walk

garer (gah-ray) 10 park
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nktheliotntiy,

hat is it about French countryside that attracts millions of visitors
ery year? First perhaps a feeling of space. The density of
population is one of the lowest in Europe: 107 inhabitants per square
kilometre (Netherlands: 421, Belgium: 333, UK: 241, Germany: 229, ltaly:
188). There are some striking differences between areas but on
average, 40 % of the land has a population density of below 20 people
per square kilometre,

France s not only spacious, but it also offers a great variety of
landscapes: sea, mountains, forests and different types countryside. For
instance, in Northern and North-Eastern France, the farmland is very
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flat and divided into huge
regular square or
rectangular fields, called
I'opentield, mostly for
growing wheat, and with
very few trees.

In Central and Western
France, small irregular fields
are separated by hedges and
trees. This type of farmland
is very green and lush. It is
called le bocage. Potatoes
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dpedegéant.. In this park, sivated  Vegetables are grown here.

= south west of Paris, Inland, Southern France is hilly, rocky, dry and bare with a special kind
youcantoura | of vegetation (few trees and bushes) called la garrgue. There are few
'SL""‘QL"EJZ?L"EC; cultivated areas, mostly olive groves or vineyards and lavender or
the variety of ts sunflowers on terraces and in valleys.
landscapes in one





image186.png
What s in a typical French village?

100 Inhabitants (un hameau)
o services are available

100-500 inhabitants (un village)
| acafé, a school, a chapel
500-1000 Inhabitants
| the above + a post office, a baker, a
| grocer a butcher, a church

1000-2000 (un bourg)

| the above + a doctor, a chemist.
a salor, @ secondary school,
alibrary, a gendarmerie (polce),
a selction of shops, weekly market

Jhabite dans un vilage prés
de Toulouse. ly a 975
habitants. Cest jol, [air est
‘pur mais cest frop calme!
Mol e préfere la vile.
Cest plas itéressant.

Created in 1959, the abel Vilage Fleur was
originally given to villges that were decorated
Wit flowers. It Is now seen as a guarantee that
the villages maintain and promote a clean and
pleasant ving environment.

Rural France is emptying: the majority of French people prefer living in
towns (there are 34 towns of 100000+ inhabitants - see Chapter 11).

However many of those who have left their village for the town do like
going back to their village for holidays. There are over 31500 villages

with fewer than 2000 inhabitants in the
whole of France.

In Northern and North-Eastern France,
villages often consist of a long string of
houses along the main road

In the Centre and in the West, villages
are built around a chapel or a church.
They tend to be quite small, with
isolated houses and farms often
scattered around in the nearby
countryside.

Atypical village in Southern and South-
Eastern France is a fortified village,
perched on a hilltop, with narrow
streets to give protection against the
sun. Another typical Southern village is
a bastide, a medieval village designed
geometrically around a central square.
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France's main protected species

© wolves (Alps)

© bears (Pyrenees)

© horses and flamingoes (Camargue)
© stags (Corsica)

Since 1970, operation “Vacances Propres”
has helped keep France clean throughout
the summer months by providing over
60000 bins in more than 1250 tourist sites.

P Tourism: a blessing for the economy, or a
curse for the environment?

The French see the countryside as one
of their countrys great assets. In less
than 15 years, 40000 private associations
for the protection of nature were
created. Although half the population
say they feel strongly about this issue,
less than 3% actually joined. The Green
Party, fes Verts or Ecologistes, is popular
locally but only gets 5-8% of votes in
general elections.

To conserve France's natural heritage, 7 national parks, 29 regional
parks and 128 nature reserves were created, covering nearly 10% of the
land. France has the most diverse flora and fauna in Europe which need
protecting from environmental dangers, such as repeated oil slicks
along the Atlantic coasts, nitrates in rivers, frequent forest fires in
Provence, toxic waste in industrial areas, etc. Most of the 22 billion
euros the State spends on the protection of the environment goes on
waste disposal.

The French government is
committed to preventing mass
tourism from endangering the
environment and to respecting
nature, local people and local
jons.

economy and tra
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As you enter a French town, you
will see the name on a sign at the.
side of the road.

vt peune

| When you leave the town, you will
see a similar sign with a diagonal
line crossing out the name.

here are about 50 large towns in France (with 100000 or more
Tpv(:plv living there). Of these, Paris is by far the largest (more than
10 million people live in the Paris region). After Paris come Lyon,
Marseille and Lille-Roubaix-Tourcoing, each with a population of just

over 1 million

The heart of a French town may be the ‘old town' (fa vicille ville or les
vieux quartiers), an area of narrow winding streets, sometimes dating
back o the Middle Ages. In some towns it is the main square (la
grande place), often with a cathedral (une cathédlale), a large church
(une églisc) or a monument (un monument historique). In others, as in
most towns in Britain, the high street (la grande rue or fa rue
principale) is at the heart of the town centre (fe centre ville).
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Names of streets in town are usually
on blue metal plaques like this:

Most French towns have a market (un marché) once or twice a week.
Sometimes part or all of the market may be in a covered hall, but
French markets are mostly open-air, with stalls set up in a square or in
streets throughout the town. There is always an interesting range of
food stalls. Lots of French people go to market for fresh fruit and
vegetables, but you can also find stalls devoted to nothing but cheese,
for example, or live animals like rabbits or chickens, as well as clothes,
Kitchen gadgets and the like.
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The red ‘cigar sign helps you spot
the tobacconist’s (le tabac). The Sign
is called une carotte, and dates from

the days when people used to ol B[ Je viens enville le samedi. Au centre
their tobacco into a carrot shape. ville, Iy a des cafés ef des resfaurants,
you can' find a post-ofice,you can deux cinémas, une salle de concert, une

buy stamps here, piscine. ef foufes sorfes de magasins.
Je préfere les grands magasins.

Shops in France often line a long, wide street known as un boulevard,

Nowadays, though, itis quite common for shopping areas in French

towns to be for pedestrians only (des rues piétonnes). You can sit at a

table on the terrace (1a terrasse) in front of a café or bar and watch the

world go by. The café is a French institution with young and old alike
The green cioss s foundl GUtRUSHI and in a French town you will never be far away from one.
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chemist' (1a pharmacie).

The feather sign s for the.
newsagent’s or stationery shop (fa
maison de la presse of la papeterie)

Although you will find supermarkets (les supermarchés) and
department stores (les grands magasins) in all French towns, and
enormous hypermarkets (les hypermarchés) in retail parks on the
outskirts of towns, France has an impressive range of small,
independent shops. Many specialist shops reflect typical French
preoccupations: delicious cake shops (les patisseries), chocolate shops
(les chocolatiers), cheese shops (les fromageries), delicatessens (les
charcuteries) and perfume shops (les parfumeries).

As well as banks, post offices, stations and bus stations, most medium
to large French towns have a range of entertainment facilities: cinema,
theatre, swimming pool, library, museum and so on. Some may also
have a bowling alley, a skating rink or skateboard park.

If you visit France, you can get information about the town you are in
from the tourist office (I'Office de tourisme or le Syndicat d'Initiative).
And if you are sending postcards home, remember that postboxes (fes
boites aux lettres) are yellow and a rectangular shape.
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French cities such as Nantes are.
developing fast

75% of French people live in towns, and yet towns cover only 30% of
the surface area of the country. The fle-de-France region, around Paris,
has always been the most densely populated, despite the government's
eiforts in the past to atiract people to live in other areas to balance
things out (les métropoles d'équilibre). Today more than 10 million
people live in Greater Paris (compared to 7.5 million in Greater
London), making it the largest city in Europe.

French people have always been attracted to Paris, but other cities
~Nantes, Toulouse, Montpellier, Aix-en-Provence, for example - are
also growing. Rising property prices in city centres have forced many
people to move out to the suburbs (1a banlieue). The suburbs grew up
between the two World Wars of the last century when town planners
had to find ways of extending living accommodation in the towns.
Architects like Le Corbusier thought that building upwards (la
construction en hauteur) would allow green spaces (les espaces verts)
1o be protected. Large concrete cities of tower blocks (les grands
ensembles) were built on the outskirts of many towns. From the start,
there were social problems in these ‘new towns' and today crime rates
in many of these suburban areas are alarmingly high.
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o is pronounced like wa in watch. Practice saying these examples:
‘moi (mwa) me

toit (twa) roof

loi (Iwa) law

oy is pronounced like wa in watch + ee. Practice saying these examples:

voyage (wayazh)  travel
noyau (nwa-yoh) pit, fruit stone
loyal (wa-yah) loyal

ou is pronounced like 0o in zoo. Practice saying these examples:

jour (zhoo-r) day
sous (s00) under
vous (voo) you

uf is pronounced like wee. Practice saying these examples:
bruit (brwee) noise

nuit (1wee) night

pluie (plwee) rain
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Ideal towns.

In a survey in 2000, French people
were asked to name the town they
would most lke to fve i,

Here are the top 5:

Montpellier 19%
Toulouse: 18%
Bordeaux 12%
Nantes 12%
Marseille 8%

Bordeaux 12%
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Strasbourg, in the east Avignon is famous for ts
of France, near the. bridge - immortalised in
German border is the the song Sur fe Pont.
capital of the Alsace v dAvignon - and for
region. Itis an important papal history (between
fiver port on the Rhine. 1309 and 1403 the
and home of the Council Popes lived here). But
of Europe (le Conseil de I£urope) and of the European today when French peaple think of Avignon it s as the
Partiament (le Parlement Européen). Traditionally a city of setting for an international festiva, an important annual
art and learming, moe recently the city has made a name event in European theatre. The old courtyards and
in the feld of genetic engineering (le génie génétique). buldings are used as stages for the performances.

Cannes

Today it a tourist = ﬁl Cannes s in the South

trap, with souvenir- of France, on the French

sellers lining the litie Riviera. Itis a

streets that climb up sophisticated town in a

to the Abbey, but a & = scenic location, the

thousand years ago. setting for the

it was a place of ‘gamourous Cannes Film

pilgrimage. The litle Festival. The Croisette is the fashionable boulevard which
town grew up around the fortified Abbey (TAbbaye). The. divides the beach from the luxury hotels, exclusive shops
mount is actually a smallisland which you reach by a ‘and art galleres. In the old port (le Vieux Port), luxury.
raised road. yachts and fishing boats are moored side by side.
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6 Les vacances
1 Ou vas-tu?

1 Combien de jours? Relie.

How many days? Match up.

a deux semaines [5] 1 8jours

b unmois [ | 2 10jours

¢ dixjours [ | 3 2-3jours
d unweek-end [ | 4 21jours

e une semaine || 5 15jours

f trois semaines | | 6 30-31 jours

2 Choisis deux symboles pour chaque texte.
Choose two symbols for each text.

| \lﬁ
il
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Je vais au Parc Disneyland pour un week-end.

Pour mes vacances, je vais au bord de la mer —
sur la Cote d’Azur. Je reste deux semaines.

Pour ses vacances, Marc va a la montagne —
dans les Pyrénées pour dix jours.

Pour ses vacances, Sandrine va 2 la campagne —
en Bretagne. Elle reste trois semaines.

o
oagd

oag
0o
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2 Qu’est-ce que tu vas faire?

1 Regarde la bande dessinée. Choisis et écris la bonne phrase.
Look at the picture story. Choose and write out the correct sentences.

En vacances
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Mon frére et moi, nous allons jouer au volley

Et moi, je vais faire de la planche ... €t Ma mere va jouer au tennis.

Nous allons au bord de la mer avec notre caravane,
Mon frére va faire des balades a vélo ...

et chaque jour, nous allons faire un pique-nique.
Mon pere va ala péche. et du cheval.

7 e~ < Nous allons nager.
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3 Aller en ville

1a Relie les symboles et les phrases. Match up the symbols and the phrases.

1 2 B 4 5 6 " 8
RemBils -y

@ &

1b Dessine la bonne direction 2 cté de chaque phrase.
Draw the right direction next to each phrase.

La gare? Tournez & droite.

Lhétel de ville? Allez tout droit.

Le supermarché? Tournez a gauche.
La piscine? Allez tout droit.

Le jardin public? Tournez & gauche.
La boulangerie? Tournez a droite.

La banque? Allez tout droit.

ao
oo
ao
ad
ad
O O
Og

Te ™o a6 ow

Le marché? Tournez a droite.
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2 Vrai () ou faux (X)2 True or false?

a
b

c

La gare est 2 c6té du cinéma.

La banque est en face de la poste.

La boulangerie est entre la poste
et le restaurant.

Lhotel de ville est en face
de la poste.

Le jardin public est en face de la
gare et du cinéma.

Lhotel est a c6té du restaurant.

Apres Ihotel, dans Pavenue
Pompidou, il y a le supermarché.

En face du supermarché il y a
la piscine.

oog

Piscine

gl

avenue Pompidou

1@l

Restaurant

&

Supermarent.

2

[
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Lundi, quest-ce que tu vas faire?
Je vais rester a la maison.

Je vais jouer aux cartes E\
Puis je vais faire de la natation.

2 Mardi, quest-ce que tu vas faire? O
Je vais jouer au volley-ball.
Je vais aller & la péche .
Puis je vais jouer au football.

3 Jeudi, quest-ce que tu vas faire? [l
Je vais faire du cheval.
Je vais aller & la campagne [
Puis je vais aller au centre commercial.

Y4 Ceweek-end, quiest-ce que tu vas faire? ||
Je vais aller a la boulangerie.
Je vais manger des croissants
Puis je vais aller a Paris!

Lis le podme et choisis deux symboles pour chaque strophe.
Read the poem and choose two symbols for each verse.
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2 Vrai (v) ou faux (X)2
True or false?

a Jeudi, elle va faire du cheval.

Lundi, elle va aller 4 la campagne.

Mardi, elle va aller a la péche.
Jeudi, elle va au centre commercial.

-0 a o o

Lundi, elle va aller a Paris.

Le week-end, elle va manger du pain.

o
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oui is pronounced like 00 + wee. Practice saying these examples:

oui (00-wee) yes
Louis (loo-wee) Louis
NASAL VOWELS

‘The syllables composed of a vowel and n or m create a nasal vowel sound, which is
produced when air is expelled from both the mouth and nose. In French, a conso-
nant n or m that follows a nasal vowel is ot pronounced. In the word France, for
example, we pronounce the nasal vowel a through the mouth and the nose but not
the consonant n. Following is a chart of nasal vowels with examples:

French Spelling  Approximate Sound Example
an,en vowel in balm an, vendre

em vowel in balm emménager

in, ain, ein vowel in man in, bain, plein
im, aim. vowel in man imberbe, faim
ien ¥+ vowel in men chien, bien, rien
ion ¥+ vowel in song ‘potion, Marion

oin W+ vowel in man coin, soin
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4 On achéte des souvenirs
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2 Choisis des cadeaux et complete ta liste.
Choose presents and complete your list.

Four ma mére, fachéte

Y

Pour mon pére, jachéte

Pour ma petite sceur, achete

Pour mon petit frére, fachite

Four ma copine, Claire, fachéte

Four mon copain, Marc, fachite i

Four tmon frére, fachite

T + o 8 o

Four ma seeur, jachdte
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5 Au Quick

1 Relie les notes aux images.

Match up the bills with the trays.
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Révision

1 Choisis la bonne réponse pour chaque question.

Choose the correct answer to each question.

1 Comment tu tappelles?
2 Quel dgeas-tu? ||

3 Quelle est la date
de ton anniversaire? ||

4 Tues comment? | |

5 Oit habites-t? ||

6 As-tu des frres et sceurs? | |
7 As-tuun animal? ||

8 Quelle heure est-it? ||

9 Qulest-ce que tu portes? ||

10 Tu aimes quels sports? | |
11 Quéest-ce que tu aimes faire? | |
12 Que fais-tu quand il pleut? ||

13 Que fais-tu quand il
fait chaud? ||

14 Habites-tu prés du centre-ville? ||

15 As-tu une télévision dans
ta chambre? | |

16 Qulest-ce que tu as dans
ta chambre? | |

17 Oit vas-tu pour tes vacances? ||

18 Quest-ce que tu vas faire
en vacances?

a J'habite a Dieppe.

b Je porte un pantalon, une chemise
etun pull.

¢ Je vais faire du camping et je vais
allera la péche.

d Oui, j'ai un chat et un lapin.

e Jaime faire de la natation et
dujudo.

f Je reste a la maison et je regarde
la télé.

g Non, j'habite dans un petit village.
h Je m'appelle Hervé.

i Oui, j'ai une télévision et un
ordinateur dans ma chambre.

j Je vais aller au Parc Disneyland.
k Clest le premier avril.
1 J'ai douze ans.

'm Dans ma chambre, j'ai un lit, une
armoire, des posters, une table,
une chaise et une télévision.

n Je joue au tennis ou je fais du vélo.
o J'ai un frére et deux sceurs.
p lest dix heures et demie.

q J'aime le football et le basket.
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T Je suis grand, j'ai les yeux bleus et
les cheveux roux.
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2 Atoi! Réponds aux questions.

Comment tu t'appelles?

Quel dage as-tu?

Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire?

Tu es comment?

Out habites-tu?

As-tu des freres et sceurs?

As-tu un animal?

Quelle heure est-il?

Quest-ce que tu portes?

Tu aimes quels sports? g I

Quiest-ce que tu aimes faire?

Que fais-tu quand il pleut?

Que fais-tu quand il fait chaud?

Habites-tu prés du centre-ville?

As-tu une télévision dans ta chambre?

Qu'est-ce que tu as dans ta chambre?

Ot vas-1u pour tes vacances?
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Que sais-je?

® say where 1am going for my holiday

® say how long I am going for

say whether 1 like it or not

® say what Iam going to do

@ ask the way to somewhere in town

® say what I would like to buy in a shop

@ ask how much something costs

Je vais

Je vais rester

Cest

Je vais

Pour

Je voudrais

Ga
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® ask for an item of food at Je voudrais
a fast-food restaurant

® ask foradrink Je voudrais
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French firsts

transpait

The Montgolfer brothers invented the
hot-ai balloon in 1783,

1n 1909, French aviator Louis Biérot
was the first person to fly across the
Channel,

\1/

o)

Concorde, the fastest passenger plane in the world

Tra\'a\lmg around France is casy as it has the longest road, rail and
canal network in Europe.

The national airline, Air France, transports 14 million passengers a year.
Most visitors arrive at one of the main Paris airports - Roissy-Charles-de.
Gaulle or Orly. The supersonic jet, Concorde, was built jointly by French
and British companies. Taking less than 4 hours between Paris and New
York, it was the fastest passenger plane in the world before being
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W} withdrawn from service in 2003,

Ferries (les ferrics) and
hovercraft (les acroglisseurs)
from French ports like
Calais, Boulogne and Le
Havre cross the Channel

(la Manche) linking

France with

In France, there are...
© Roads (les routos): 1500000km
© Rallways (les chemins de for):

34600km Britain,
© Rivers (les rividres et les fleuves), although many people prefer to travel under the EURO
and canals (les canaux): 8 600km Channel. Opened in 1994, the Furotunnel joining the TUNNEL

two countries is the longest rail tunnel in the world.
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on vowel in song ‘maison, ballon
om vowel in song, compagnie
un vowelin lung. un

If i or y is followed by a nasal vowel, it sounds like y in yes and is pronounced
with the vowel in one syllable. Practice saying these examples:

passion (pa-syoh(n) passion
chien (shyeh(n)) dog
éudiant (ay-tu-dyah(n)) student

‘The combination oin sounds like the English w followed by the nasal vowel a():
coin, foin, loin, moins, point, soin.
A vowel + n or m + another vowel is not nasal. Practice these examples:

canne (kahn) stick
semaine (suh-mehn) week
aspirine (ahs-pee-reen) aspirin
comme (ko) like
amertume (ah-mayr-tum) bitterness

‘The word pays (country) s pronounced pay-ce.
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Types of road

Motorways (les autoroutes):
ALA2 etc

Aroads (Ies routes nationales):
N34, N35 etc

Secondary roads (les routes
départementales):

D123, D124 etc

Jevais au collége 3 vélo ou en voiture
Le samedi,je vais chez ma copine 3
pied ouje vais en vile en bus.

Delphine, 13 ans

People drive on the right-hand side of the road in
France. The French tend to drive French-produced
cars (les voitures). Renault, Peugeot and Citroén are
all very popular. The last two numbers on a car's
number-plate tells you the département the driver
comes from (75 = central Paris, for example).

You have to pay to use most motorways (fes
autoroutes). The sign Péage indicates there is a toll
Anyone over 14 can ride a moped (une mobylettc)
and teenagers often use them to get to school

If you drive in France, you need to know that you
must give way to traffic coming from the right at
junctions (la priorité a droite). Don't miss traffic lights
(les feux rouges) which are often high above the middle of
the road. Lights go straight from red to green. Amber only shows
before the lights go red. Pedestrians (les piétons) should remember
that itis not obligatory for cars to stop at pedestrian crossings. Every
day, 22 people are killed on French roads. A third of these fatal
accidents involve a driver over the alcohol limit and in half the cases
the driver was speeding.

You can travel by bus (le bus or Iautobus) in towns. You punch your
ticket (un billet or un ticket) in a machine on the bus as you get on.
In country areas, the bus is usually a coach (un car).
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rench trains are run by a national rail company, the SNCF (Société
Fw ationale des Chemins de fer Francais). Main lines all radiate out
from Paris to major towns in the provinces and connect with the rail
systems of neighbouring countries. Paris has six main stations, including
the Gare du Nord (the Paris terminal for the Eurostar train from Britain)

You can buy a single (un aller simple), a return (un aller retour) or a
variety of season tickets. Before you board your train, you have to punch
(composter) your ticket in a machine - usually orange - at the entrance
10 the platform. 1f you forget, you risk getting a fine! French railways
have the reputation of being efficient and punctual.
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© The first métro train: 5h30

© The last métro train: 0h30

On most lines, there is a train
every 5 minutes,

Louis Pasteur

1 you need to change train look for
the correspondance sign.

In Paris, the most convenient way to get around is by underground (fe
métro). Métro trains pass underneath the River Seine and many famous
monuments such as the Arc de Triomphe and some lines come above
ground. There are 16 lines and 297 stations (stations de métro, not
gares!). Métro lines have numbers but are commonly named after the

stop at the end of the line used to indicate the direction a train is
running (eg Direction Porte d'Orléans). Many métro stations are named
after famous people: the scientist Louis Pasteur, for example, or
Bienveniie who created the Paris métro in 1900.

There is a standard price for all métro journeys so tickets are often
bought in batches of 10 (un carnet) and kept to be used when needed.
The same tickets can be used on buses as the RATP (Régie Autonome.
des Transports Parisiens) runs the buses as well as the métro. The RER
(le réscau express régional) is an express métro serving the suburbs.
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Food facts

Food is il an important part o lfe
for the French but they are spending
less and less on it

% of budget spent on food

rance is famous for its food and

‘wines. The French are proud of their
food and spend a lot of time preparing it
Eating is not just something you have to do,
itis a real pleasure and a part of French culture. A lot of foreign visitors
are surprised at just how long the French spend at the table, particularly
for Sunday lunch or special occasion meals.

Breakfast (le petit déjeuner) is usually a fairly quick and simple meal: a
large bowl of hot chocolate (un chocolat chaud), black coffee (un café noir)
or coffee with milk (un café au lait) together with a slice or two of bread
and butter with jam (des tartines) o, at weekends, a croissant, People
sometimes like to dunk their bread in their coffee. Some young people
have fruit juice, cereal, yoghurt or 2 little sponge cake as well or instead.
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Average time spent eating meals
per day

breakiast 18 mins.
lunch 33 mins
dinner 45 mins

Weekday lunch (le déjeuner) for the French teenager is usually a meal
in the school canteen (1a cantine); pupils don't take packed lunches. If
they live near the school, some pupils will go home for lunch. The
standard of school meals is generally good and there are usually three
courses. When they get home at 4 or 5pm, most children have a small
snack (un godter) - often some bread with jam or a chocolate bar - so
they won't be hungry as the evening meal is not usually until 7 or 8pm.

Dinner (le diner) is usually a family meal. There might be several
courses: a simple starter like grated carrots (des carottes rapées) or
pité, followed by a meat or fish dish with a vegetable, followed by a
green salad, then cheese and fruit. There will be a jug of water and a
basket of fresh bread on the table.




image218.png
Although the French are
eating less bread (le pain)
than they did 10 years ago,
itis still an important part
of their diet, available at
every meal. Bread is

Au petit déjeuner, je mange des.
farfines ef je bois du chocolat
chaud.Le nidi je mange 3 la
cantine du college. Jaime le
Qaulerer le steack frites.

bought at the supermarket
(le supermarché) or more
commonly at the local
bakers (la boulangerie).
There are plenty of
boulangeries in France as
people like their bread
fresh and buy it every day,
sometimes twice a day.
There is not much brown
bread. Most people buy a
Tong French stick (une

baguette) or an even thinner stick called une ficelle (lterally string).
L5 Fiane dbs fromagse Bought fresh, the baguette smells so good most people can't resist
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breaking off the end to nibble on the way home. Bread s usually eaten
on its own, without butter.

Cheese (le fromage) is another staple of the French diet. It is quite
common to have a cheese course before eating dessert at lunch or
dinner. You won't get bored eating the same thing because there are
supposed to be 362 different types of cheese produced in France, a
different one for each day of the year near enough! Each region has s
own special cheese. Have you tried Brie or Camembert, soft and
creamy with a white crust, made from cow’s milk? Roquefort is a strong
flavoured cheese made from sheep's milk and there are a number of
cheeses made from goat's milk. The French eat more cheese than any
other nation in the world (23 kilos a person every year).
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Ilyuu want to eat out in France, there is plenty of
choice. Cafés (les cafés) are really for drinks, though
you may be able to buy a snack (un casse-crodte), such as
a sandwich (un sandwich) or a crogue-monsieur (toasted
ham and cheese on square bread). A lot of people like to
sit at a table in front of a café (la terrasse) and watch the
world go by as they sip strong black coffee (un express)
in tiny cups. Teenagers often meet up with friends at the
café for a drink of coke or un diabolo-menthe (a ‘mint
devil’ made from mixing bright green mint syrup with
lemonade). Some cafés have juke boxes or table football
(le babyfoot). 1f you are in a hurry, you can stand at the
counter to have a drink - it works out cheaper that way.

Tha slandan of fond It hinkand prices sre-usuelly
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Most popular types of eating-places

reasonable in most French restaurants. Children are
welcome in restaurants and a family Sunday lunch out is a common treat.
There are sill thousands of wonderful small family-run restaurants offering
great food. The set-menu (le menu a prix fixe) offers the best value for
money. However, as elsewhere in Europe, chain restaurants and fast-food
outlets are spreading and taking away customers
from the more traditional restaurants.

In the same way, supermarkets and hypermarkets
have taken away customers from many of the.
small, specialised food shops. However, a lot of
people still ke to buy food, especially fruit and
vegetables, at the local market (le marché).

North African restaurants serving couscous (a dish
of savoury semolina with meat or vegetables) and
Vietnamese restaurants serving spicy dishes are
the French equivalent of Indian and Chinese
restaurants in Britain and are very popular.

Eating meat

There are not many vegetarians (les végétariens) in

France. Uncooked meat is bought from the butcher’s
(la boucherie) and cooked meats like pété and
salami from the delicatessen (la charcuterie).
In many towns you can stillfind a rather

unusual type of butcher's - une boucherie
chevaline, which sells horse meat. You can
spotit by the horse’s head symbol outside.
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Many of the world's great wines come from France. Perhaps the most
famous and one of the most expensive is champagne (le champagne)
~ the sparkling white wine for special occasions - which comes from
the Champagne region of north-cast France. Wine is made from
grapes: green grapes make white wine (le vin blanc), black grapes can
make either red (le vin rouge) or white wine. France is lucky to have
Tots of wine-growing regions, like Bordeaux, Burgundy and the Loire
Valley. Today, France produces and exports more wine than any other
country in the world. The French drink a lot of the wine they produce
themselves as well - on average, 64 litres a person every year. In
Europe, only the Portuguese drink more wine than the French. Twenty-
five years ago, they used to drink twice as much but now quality is
considered more important than quantity. Recent government
campaigns have highlighted the dangers of excessive drinking
(responsible for 25% of hospital admissions and 60 000 deaths a year as
well as half of all road accidents).

Every region of France has its own specialities, but in a recent
survey the quiche lorraine was voted the ‘national dish’.
This is a simple tart made with eggs and ham which
can be eaten hot or cold. Brittany is famous for its
seafood (les fruits de mer) and for pancakes (les
crépes o les galettes). The fondue savoyarde
originated in the Alps. Cheese is melted

with white wine to make a gooey

mixture into which you dip
cubes of bread. The south of
France has given us dishes

like fa ratatouille and la

salade nigoise, and
Tandouillette is a tripe
sausage, a particular

speciality of the town of Tours.

i
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Pronouncing Consonants

French consonants are mostly pronounced like their English counterparts, with a
few variations and exceptions. The consonants b, d, k, 1, m, n, p, s, t, v, and z are-
generally pronounced as in English.

Final consonants are usually not pronounced in French, except for ¢, 1, 1 (con-
sonants in CaReFuL). Practice saying these examples:

‘Unpronounced Final Consonants

vous (v0o) you (plural)
alors (al-lor) s0

assis (ah-see) seated

vas (vah) g (second-person singular)

6puisé (ay-pwee-zay)  exhausted
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1.2 Singular/plural

1.3 The definite article

1.4 Theindefinite article

1.5 The partitive article

1.6 Subject pronouns

1.7 Direct object pronouns

1.8  Indirect object pronouns

1.9 Relative pronouns: qui and que
1.10 Emphatic pronouns

11y

112 en

SECTION 2 Adjectives
2.1 Position of adjectives

22 Agreement of adjectives

23 Possessive adjectives

24 Comparatives and superlatives

2.5 Demonstrative adjectives: ce/cette/ces

SECTION 3 Verbs.
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3.2 The present tense
3.3 The perfect tense

3.4 Theimperfect tense
3.5 Mixing past tenses
3.6 The near future tense
3.7 Thefuture tense
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Pronounced Final Consonants

avec (ah-vehk) with
sec (sehk) dry

auf (Whf) egg

bref (brehf) brief, short
il (eel) he

In verb forms, the final ent of the third-person plural is silent. Practice saying
these examples:

ils) achtent (ah-sheh) (they) buy
(ils) marchent (mahrsh) (they) walk
ils) vivent (veev) (they) live

In the verb form est (is), only the e is voiced. Practice saying this example:

est(ay) is




image233.png
38
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The conditional
The imperative

3.10 Negatives

3.11 Question forms.

3.12 Reflexive verbs

3.13 Verbs with the infinitive

SECTION 4 Structural features

a1
42
a3
a4
a5
46
a7
48

Prepositions
Question words
Intensifiers
Connectives

depuis

il faut

Expressions with avoir
Time expressions
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VERBTABLES
Regular verbs (-er, -ir and -re)
Reflexive verbs

Key iregular verbs (aller, avoir, étre and faire)
Other irregular verbs
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SECTION 1 Nouns and pronouns

1.1 Gender
Anoun is a word which names a thing or a person.
In French, all nouns are masculine or feminine.

I| ]

For most nouns, you have to learn the gender when you learn the new word. In the
dictionary, you will see (m) or (f) after the noun.

As in English, some job nouns change to show the gender of the person doing them.
1l est serveur. He is a waiter.

Elle est serveuse.  She is a waitress.
Some jobs dom't change:
Il est professeur.  He is a teacher.

Elle est professeur.  She is a teacher:

1.2 Singular/plural
Most nouns form their plural by adding -s.
la montagne - singular — les montagnes - plural.

Words ending in -eau add -x un chateau — des chateaux
Words ending in -al change to end in -aux  un animal - des animaux

1.3 The definite article
The definite article is the.

le sandwich | la pizza les
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le and la become 1" before a vowel or h, e.g. Fomelette

You use the definite article before nouns when talking about likes and dislikes.
Jraime les carottes. I like carrots.
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1.4 The indefinite article
The indefinite article is a (or some in the plural).

Masculine Feminine Plural
un village une ville des villages

When you are talking about jobs people do, you do not use the indefinite article.
Elle est infirmiere.  She is a nurse.

1.5 The partitive article
The partitive article is used when talking about a quantity of something, and
means some.

Use:
du before masculine nouns du coca some Coke

de la before feminine nouns delalimonade  some lemonade
des before plural nouns des chips some crisps

de 1 before nouns which begin with a vowel orh  de Forangina  some orangina

Copy this student’s description of what he eats each day. Underline the ten words for some.
Tick those which are correct, and correct any which are wrong.

Au petit déjeuner, je mange du pain grillé et des confiture, et je bois du thé ou de lajus d'orange.
A midi,je mange des sanduwichs et jo bois du coca. Le soir, on mange de la poisson ou de la viande
avec du légumes, souvent des pormmes de terre.
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1.6 Subject pronouns
A pronoun stands in place of a noun in a sentence.

je 1

w you (child, young person, someone you know well)

il he, it (masculine noun)

elle  she, it (feminine noun)

on e, one

nous  we

vous  you (more than one person, someone you don't know well, a stranger)
ils  they (males/mixed group/masculine nouns)

clles they (females/feminine nouns)

1.7 Direct object pronouns
The direct object of a sentence is the person or thing to whom the action is ‘done’

Je préfere la veste rouge. 1 prefer the red jacket.

You can replace the object of a sentence with a direct object pronoun.
me me B nous us
te you vous you
I him /it Tes them

la her/it
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The direct object pronoun goes in front of the verb, Note: although le, la and les look
like the definite article, they have a different meaning here.
Je la préfere. 1prefer it.

Before a vowel or silent h, me, te, le and la shorten:
Iove you.

In a negative sentence, the direct object pronoun goes between ne and the verb.
Je ne les aime pas. I don't like them.

Unjumble each sentence, then translate it into English.
Why can some of these sentences be translated in more than one way?

1 jeregardela 6 aime les Marie
2 me préferestu 7 teje ne pas regarde
3 nous adoreil 8 pas|'Marie aime ne
4 I'nousadorons 5 9 m'ne pasaime Marc
5 elles cherchentme 10 pasailes neje

Rewrite each sentence,replacing the word(s) in bold with a direct object pronoun.

1 Yaime Sandra. 6 Tuasmon cahier?
2 Je déteste Thomas. 7 Nous aimons les frites.

3 Je préfére les bananes. 8 Je ne supporte pas les documentaires.
4 Tufaisla crépe? 9 Je n'aime pas Martin.

5 licherche le stylo. 10 Je n'ai pas fait mes devoirs.
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1.8 Indirect object pronouns
If you can put fo in front of a pronoun in a sentence, it is an indirect object pronoun.
He gave me the book. He gave the book to me. - so me in this sentence is an indirect
object pronoun.

me  [tome nous | ous
e |toyou vous | toyou
lui_| to him/her/it | [leur | to them

As with direct object pronouns, an indirect object pronoun comes before the verb.
Je Tui donne un bonbon. I give a sweet to him/her/it.

Translate each question into English, giving more than one meaning of the pronoun
when appropriate.

1 Est-ce que tului donnes un bonbon?

2 Est-ce que tu me donnes 10 euros?

3 Est-ce que tu leur parles tous les jours?

4 Est-ce que tu lui parles souvent?

5 Estce que tes parentste donnent de fargent?
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1.9 Relative pronouns: qui and que
qui means ‘who' or ‘which’, and is used if it is the subject of the verb which follows it.
Jai un frére qui s'appelle Marc. 1 have a brother who is called Mare.
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que means ‘who(m)’ or ‘which’, and is used if it is the object of the verb which
follows it.

Le garcon que je préfere s'appelle Ben. The boy (whom) 1 prefer is called Ben.

In English, you can sometimes miss out the word ‘who'/‘whom'/‘whicl, but in
French you must always include it.

Choose qui or que to complete each sentence.

1 Jai une sceur. sappelle Lise. 7 JYaime le garcon estdans notre
2 Lefilm je préfere est Hallowe'en. dlasse.
3 Lejean Jai acheté est trs jol. 8 Otiestle CD était surla table?

4 Mamaison a un jardin esténorme. 9 OilestleCD i laissé sur a table?
5 llya trois matieres Jaime. 10 Comment s'appelle le garcon.
6 Lepays ‘ai visité était trés beau. taime?
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€ As in English, French ¢ has a soft and a hard sound. The hard sound k sounds
like the ¢ in carry. It occurs before , o, u, and before a consonant. Practice saying
these examples:

carré (kahr-ray) square
daccord (dah-kor) oK
climat (Klee-mah) climate

€ The soft ¢ (s) sounds like the ¢ in cinnamon. It occurs before e, i, or y. Practice

saying these examples:
cercle (sehrkl) circle

cinéma (see-nay-mah) cinema.
cynique (see-neek) cynical

¢ (“c cédille”) before a, 0, or u is a pronounced like a soft ¢ (s sound). Practice
saying these examples:

frangais (frah(n)-say) French

dégu (day-su) disappointed

€ + h The combination ¢ + h is pronounced like sh in sunshine when followed
by a vowel. Practice saying these examples:

chat (shah) cat
chercher (shehr-shay) 10 search
chaud (shoh) hot

€+ h is pronounced like k (or the hard ¢ in cut) when followed by a consonant.
Practice saying these examples:

Christine (krees-teen) Christine

chrétien (kray-tye(n)) Christian

g The letter g has a soft sound (zh) and a hard sound (g). The soft g occurs in
front of the vowels e and i. I is represented by zh and is pronounced like s in
‘pleasure. Practice saying these examples:

gérer (zhay-ray) to manage
nager (nal-hay) 0 swim
juger (zhu-zhay) 1o judge

g The hard g occurs everywhere else. It sounds like the g in egg or go. Practice

saying these examples:
£ai (gay) Joyful
griller (gree-yay) 1ogrill

guide (geed) guide
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1.10 Emphatic pronouns

Emphatic pronouns arc used when you want to draw particular attention to the
subject pronoun.

Moi, j'aime I'histoire. Tlike history.

Lui, il est viaiment sympa.  He's really nice.

je moi nous | nous
tu toi vous vous
il Tui ils eux

elle elle elles elles

With the pronoun on, you can use nous for emphasis.
Nous, on adore Manchester City.  We love Manchester Gity.

Complete each sentence with the correct gmphatic pronoun.
Then translate the sentence into English

il e préferele frangais. 4 ,tues adorable.

2 il ne travaille pas en classe. 5 Jon e fait rien.

3 ,ils vonta Londres. 6 ,nous irons danser.
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11y
The pronoun y means ‘there’, referring to a place which has already been mentioned.

It goes in front of the verb.
J'y vais demain.  I'm going there tomorrow.
Onyestallé hier.  We went there yesterday,

Put these sentences into the right order, then translate each one into English.
1 demainellevay. 3 aheuresyonhuitsera 5 suis a heures onzej arrivéy
2 y copains ' mes vaisavec 4 hier estyallée Marianne 6 retoumeray on

112 en
The pronoun en means ‘of it’ or ‘of them’, referring to something which has already

been mentioned. It goes in front of the verb.
Tu manges du chocolat? J’en mange beaucoup. Do you eat chocolate? I eat a lot (of it).
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In English, you can often omit ‘of it/them’, but en cannot be missed out in French.

Answer each question using en in your answer.

1 Tumanges des frtes? Sayyoueata ot (of them).
2 Tulis des magazines de sport? Sayyou read two.

3 Tu gardes tes anciens cahiers? Say youkeep lots.

4 Tuasunanimal? Say you have three.

5 Tu voudrais des raisins? Say youwould like a kilo.
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SECTION 2 Adjectives

2.1 Position of adjectives
Most adjectives come after the noun they are describing.
une veste rouge a red jacket

Some short common adjectives come before the noun.

petit grand nouveau bon joli gros
un grand livre rouge a big red book
2.2 Agreement of adjectives

‘Adjectives change according to whether the noun being described is masculine or
feminine, singular or plural. This is called agreement.

For feminine, add -¢ une veste verte
For masculine plural, add - des tee-shirts noirs
For feminine plural, add -es  des chaussures bleues

Some adjectives are irregular: they follow their own pattern. Other adjectives with
(he same ending work in the same way.

Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Masculine | Feminine
blanc blanche | blancs blanches | white
italien italienne | italiens | italiennes | Italian
mignon | mignonne | mignons | mignonnes _| sweet, cute
nul nulle nuls nulles awfid, rubbishy
ennuyeux | ennuyeuse | ennuyeux | ennuyeuses | boring
nouveau | nouvelle | nouveaux | nouvelles | new
gros grosse gros grosses fat

Some adjectives are invariable: they never change.
‘marron, cool, super une veste cool /des baskets cool
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2.3 Possessive adjectives
The words for ‘my’, ‘your’, et
possessed is masculine, feminine or plural:

change according to whether the noun owned or

my ‘mon professcur | ma classe ‘mes copains
your (tu) | ton professeur | ta classe tes copains
hisorher | son professeur | sa classe ses copains
our notre professeur/classe nos copains
your (vous) votre professeur/classc vos copains
their leur professeur/classe leurs copains

For singular nouns beginning with a vowel or h, you use mon, ton or son.
Mon amie s'appelle Sophie. My friend is called Sophie.
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Complete each sentence with the possessive adjective which goes with the subject of
the sentence.

1 lls adorent professeur. 6 Je voudrais appareil photo.
2 Nous n'avons pas fait devoirs. 7 llmange sandwichs.

3 Avezvous livres? 8 Elle mange sandwichs.

4 Marie et Héléne ont ou sacs. 9 Tuas anorak?

5 Nous avons fini travail. 10 Les professeurs aiment éleves.

There is no ’s in French. You show possession by using the pronoun de.
les CD de Pete Pete’s CDs




image249.png
2.4 Comparatives and superlatives
Adjectives can be used to compare nouns (Scotland is smaller than England.)

To compare two nouns, use:
plus ... que more ... than
moins ... que less ... than

Les films sont plus intéressants que les émissions de sport.
Filis are more interesting than sports programmes.

Cette jupe est moins chére que la jupe bleue.
This skirt is less expensive than (cheaper than) the blue skirt.

Write a sentence comparing the two nouns using the adjective given.
1 le frangals/les maths (difficile) 4 le ping-pong/le cyclisme (amusant)
2 IAfrique/VAsie (intéressant) 5 Prince William/Prince Harry (beau)
3 ma maison/le Palais de Buckingham (grand)

‘The superlative is used when comparing two or more nouns. It means ‘the biggest’,
‘the most interesting’, etc.

1t comes before or after the noun depending on where the adjective would come.
Crestle plus grand pays d’Europe. It's the biggest country in Europe.
Cest la matiére la plus intéressante. It's the most interesting subject.
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bon is irregular:
Bill est bon, Marc est meilleur, Mike est le meilleur.

Can you answer these questions?
1 Quelle estla montagne Ia plus haute d'Europe: Ben Nevis ou le Mont Blanc?
2 Quel estle plus long fleuve du monde:le Gange ou le Nil?
3 Quel estle plus grand musée du monde:le Louvre ou le musée d'Ecosse?
4 Qui sont les chanteurs les plus populaires en ce moment en Grande-Bretagne?
5 Quiestla personnela plus cool de ta classe?
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2.5 Demonstrative adjectives
There are different words for ‘this'/‘these’

ce before masculine nouns  ce village this village
cette before feminine nouns  cette ville this town
ces before plural nouns ces montagnes  these mountains

Before masculine singular nouns beginning with a vowel or &, use cet.
cet appartement  this flat
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SECTION 3 Verbs

3.1 The infinitive

When you look up a verb in the dictionary, you find its original, unchanged form,
which is called the infinitive, e.g. habiter (to live), avoir (to have), ctc.

Most infinitives end in -er, i or -re.

3.2 The present tense

The present tense is used:

* to describe what is happening now 1am reading this book
* to describe what usually happens I'read a book every day.

There is only one present tense in French:
je mange I cat or I am cating

To use a verb in the present tense, you must change the infinitive according to a set of
rules. You need to learn these rules by heart.

There are three types of regular verbs: -er verbs, -ir verbs and -re verbs.
'r verbs are the most common type.
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gn s pronounced like ni in onion. Practice saying these examples:
Agnes (ah-nyes) Agnes

vigneron (vee-nyuh-roh(n)  wine grower

saigner (say-nyay) 1o bleed
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je trouve je finis jattends
tw trouves tu finis t attends
il/elle/on trouve il/elle/on finit il/elle/on attend

nous trouvons

nous finissons

nous attendons

vous trouvez

vous finissez

vous attendez

ils/elles trouvent

ils/elles finissent

ils/elles attendent
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Write the correct form of these verbs.

1 il (finir) 4 je(téléphoner) 7 on(chercher) 10 tu(oublier)
2 nous (trouver) 5 elle (rougir) 8 vous (rougir)
3 tu (attendre) 6 il (vendre) 9 nous (entendre)

Some verbs follow their own pattern. They are called irregular verbs.

You need to learn these by heart. Look at the verb tables on pp. 146-149. You will spot
similarities between some verbs that will help you remember them.

Translate these into French.
1you(twread 4 wearegoing 7 you(vous)want 10 TomandJerryare
2 shehas 5 theydo/make 8 hetake

3 lcan 6 wearecoming 9 Linda s drinking
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3.3 The perfect tense

The perfect tense (le passé composé) is used to talk about the past.

jaijoué  Iplayed or I have played

The perfect tense has two parts:
1 part of the verb avoir (or étre)
2 the past participle

To form the past participle of regular verbs:
for -er verbs, take off -er and add -6 regarder
for -ir verbs, take off -irand add i finir

for -re verbs, take off -re and add -u  attendre

jairegardé  Twatched
Jjrai fini 1 finished
jaiattendu I waited
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To form the past participle of irregular verbs:

These need to be learned by heart.

Infinitive | Meaning | Past participle | Infinitive | Meaning | Past participle
faire todo | fait savoir | foknow | su

avoir | tohave | cu voir wsee | vu

boire to drink | bu prendre | totake | pris R
lire toread | lu [écrire [ towrite | crit

comprendre (to understand) and apprendre ((o learn) follow the same pattern as

prendre (compris, appris).

Write each verb in the perfect tense.
1 je (manger)

2 nous (finin)

3 tu(attendre)

4 vous (faire)

5 il (boire)

ils (comprendre)
elle (lire)

elles (écrire)

on (avoir)
linspecteur (voir)

Som~No
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The perfect tense with étre

13 verbs - mainly verbs of movement - form their perfect tensc with étre, not avoir.
je suis all I have gone, I went

il est resté he has stayed, he stayed

There are five pairs of opposites, and three others:

Infinitive Past participle
aller wgo allé(e)
venir to come venu(e)
arriver 10 arrive arrivé(e)
partir o leave parti(e)
entror to enter entre(e)
sortir 10.g0 out sorti(e)
‘montor w0goup monté(e)
descendre to come down | descendu(e)
naitre 10 be born né(e)
mourir o die mort(e)
rester to stay resté(e)
tomber to fall tombé(c)
retourner 10 return retourne(e)

Other verbs similar to these also take étre (rentrer, remonter, revenir).
All reflexive verbs also take tre.

With these verbs, the past participle agrees with the subject of the sentence.
add -e for feminine elle est allée she went
add -s/-es for plural  ils sont allés/elles sont allées  they went

Write these in French.

1 ifell 4 they went 7 BillandBenleft 10 you (tu) arrived
2 you (vous)went 5 |wentup 8 wewentout
3 Istayed 6 hereturned 9 shedied

Copy out this paragraph, correcting the ten verb mistakes.

Hier, jai allé en ville avec ma scour. D'abord, on visité le supermarché o jai acheter du pain pour
ma mére, Puis, ma seeur st allé du magasin de vétements. Elle choisi un joli pantalon. Aprés, rous
avons visitons le café oi jai boire un coca et ma seeur a manger un sandwich. On a prend le bus
ef nous avons rentrées d la maison.

Emilie
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3.4 The imperfect tense
The imperfect tense (Vimparfait) is used to describe the past.
Itis used to describe what used to happen.

11 jouait au rugby, mais maintenant il joue au foot.
He used to play rughy, but now he plays football.
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It is also used to describe what was happening over a period of time.
11 jouait au rugby quand l'accident s'est passé.
He was playing rugby when the accident happened.

It is formed with the imperfect stem + the appropriate endings. To get the imperfect
stem, take the nous form of the present tense and remove the -ons ending.

neus poriens — je portais = I used o wear
étre has an irregular ster

j'étais Tused to be, [ was

Match the start of each sentence with the most suitable ending.

je portais 1 jejouais a mes devoirs
tu portais 2 jetravaillais .. b_les cheveux blonds
il/elle/on portait 3 jefinissais ... < ma copine
nous portions 4 jattendais ... d tresfatigué
vous portiez 5 Je faisais e autennis
ils/elles portaient 6 javais. £ lejournal

7 Jallais g dans le bureau

8 jiétais . h étre pilote

9 jelisals i duvélo

10 je voulais. j alondres
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Write each verb in the imperfect tense, then give two possible English translations for each.
1 je (travailler) 6 ils (avoir)
2 tu (fumer) 7 Alex faire)

3 elle (rester) 8 Suzanne et Nicole (aller)
4 nous (finir) 9 les chats (étre)
5 vous (attendre) 10 je (ire)

Ehange the verbs in brackets to describe what was happening when the robber arrived.
Then describe the scene in English.

Tout (étre) ranquille. Iy (avoir) de la neige dans le jardin et l (faire) tres roid. Monsieur Mahon
(travailler) dans son bureau. Les enfants (étre) dans leur chambre ouls(ie). Grand-mere (tricoter)
dans e salon et Grand-pére (faire) des mots-croisés. Marie (prendre) un bain et ell (écouter)la radio
enmémetemps.

Silencieusement, le cambrioleur est entré dans la cuisine ...
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3.5 Mixing past tenses
When you are writing about the past, you often need to use a mixture of perfect and
imperfect tense verbs.

The perfect tense used for describing single | things that happened once
actions

The imperfect tense | used for describing the how things were over a
state of things period of time.
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Put the verbs in this paragraph into the correct tense - perfect or imperfect.

Hiersoir,ly (avoir) un trés bon film  la télé. Je (regarder)lefilm avec ma famill et puis on (manger)
ensemble. Comme ma mére (étre) trs fatiguée,je (faire) une pizza pour la famille. Je (faire) la
vaisselle quand e téléphone (sonner). J (répondre) vite au téléphone parce que mes parents
(dormir) dans e salon.Je (bavarder) avec ma petite copine pendant quarante minutes.
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h The letter h is always silent in French. Practice saying these examples:
haricot (ah-ree-koh) bean

habit (ah-bee) clothing

hotel (oh-tehl) hotel

t+ h The combination of t and h is pronounced like t. Practice saying these

examples:
thé (tay) tea
marathon (mah-rah-toh(n))  marathon
Nathalie (nal-tah-lee) Nathalie

§ The French  sounds similar to the soft g sound, no matter where it is placed.
Practice saying these examples:

Jacques (hahk) Jacques
&ecter (ay-zhay-kiay) 10 eject
joli (zho-lee) pretty

1 The letter | is usually pronounced like the English equivalent, though with more
vigor and distinctness. Practice saying these examples:

Ia (lah) the (feminine)
allumer (ah-lu-may) 10 switch on
lie (leer) toread

ille and a final il are often pronounced like y in yes. Practice saying these
examples

Viamille (fah-mee-y) Jamity
travail (trah-vah-y) work

pareil (pah-ray-y) similar.

veille (vay-) the day before

P French p s pronounced like English p, and the combination p + his
pronounced like £ as in English. Practice saying these examples:

poli (po-lee) polite

phrase (frahz) sentence

pharmacie (fahr-mah-see) pharmacy
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3.6 The near future tense
The casiest way to talk about the future is by using the near future tense (le futur
proche)

It is formed using aller + the infinitive to say what you are going to do.
Ge soir je vais regarder la télé. Tonight I am going to watch TV.
Demain il va faire chaud. Tomorrow it's going o be hot.

Complete each sentence so that it makes sense.Then translate the sentences into English.
1 Demain,je avoir 14 ans.
2 Mercred; allons étre trés contents.
3 La semaine prochaine, Laure va un nouveau vélo.
4 Cesoiron finir nos devoirs.
5 Demain, vas jouer au basket?
6 Plustard, vousallez. delamoto.
7 L'année prochaine, vont venir avec nous.
8 Jeud prochain, il vendre sa voiture.
9 Lundi,mes parents prendre le train a Londres.
10 Ce week-end,elleva au cinéma.

3.7 The future tense
You can also talk about the future using the future tense (le futur)
Un jour, je serai riche.  In the future I will be rich.

Tt is formed using the future stem + the appropriate endings:

Verb Future stem je donnerai

erverbs | the infinitive (e.g. donner) | tu donneras

aller i il/elle/on donnera

e S nous donnerons
Rk vous donnerez.

See ser ils/elles donneront

faire for-

Write each verb in the future tense.

1 je (donner) 6 ils (avoir)

2 tu (trouver) 7 on (aller)

3 elle (regarder) 8 ladate (étre)
4 nous (jouer) 9 ma mere (faire)

5 vous (faire) 10 Kelly et Tom (aller)
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What strange things will you do in the future? Write each verb in French, then complete
the sentence.

1 lwillwork ... 4 (will have 7 lwilllike ... 10 1 will hate
2 Iwilllive ... 5 twilldo 8 I will play
3 Iwillbe .. 6 lwillgo ... 9 Iwill visit

When you arc talking about when something will happes
quand with the future tense.

in the future, you use

Quand on ira a Paris, on ira au cinéma. When we go to Paris, we will go o the cinema.

Complete each sentence with the future tense form of an appropriate verb.

1 Quandj’ dix-huit ans, irai a luniversite.
2 Quandtu____au parc,tu joueras au tennis?
3 Quandil_____en vacances, Paulira a la plage.
4 Mon prof de sport sera trés content quand je pour Arsenal.

5 Oniraau bord de la mer quand il beau,
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3.8 The conditional

The conditional (le conditionnel) is used to say ‘would’
jc jouerais au foot 1 would play tennis

il serait content  he would be happy

T form the conditional, take the future tense stem of the verb (c.g. jouer- or ser-)

and add the imperfect tense endings (-ais with jo, -ait with il etc.).

What would happen tomorrow if it were raining? Put the verb in brackets into the conditional.

1 Je (téléphoner) a mon ami. 6 Nous (étre) tristes.

2 Tu (regarder) un DVD. 7 On (avoir) du temps libre.

3 lis (jouer) a Cluedo. 8 Il (faire) ses devoirs.

4 Je (finir) mon livre. 9 Elle (aller) au cinéma.

5 Tu attendre) le soleil. 10 Elles (prendre) le train en ville.

Modal verbs arc often used in the conditional.
je devrais Tought to, 1 should jevoudrais T would like to
je pourrais 1 could

Complete each sentence with the correct verb,
1 (I would like) travailler en Europe. 4 (Would you like to) habiter en France?
2 (I could) participer plus en classe. 5 (You ought to) apprendre tes verbes!
3 (Ishould) parler frangais a mon partenaire.
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3.9 Theimperative
You use the imperative

¢ to tell somebody (o do or not do something,

With people you address as tu, the imperative is the present tense tu form minus the
word tu. -cr verbs drop the s at the end of the verb.

Bois plusd'can.  Drink more watcr.
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With people you address as vous, the imperative is the present tense vous form
minus the word vous.

Ne fumez pas. Dot smoke.

You are rather bossy! What would you say in French?

To one friend: To two friends: To someone you don't know very well
1 Start! 6 Start! 9 Listen!
2 Listen! 7 Work with me! 10 Stay here!
3 Work with me! 8 Copy the grid!

4 Copy the grid!
5 Stay here!
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3.10 Negatives

To make a sentence

gative, that is o say what you don't do or what isn't
happening, put ne ... pas around the verb.

Je e vais pas a Paris L am not going to Paris.
ne shortens (0 0’ before a vowel or
Blle n'aime pas le prof. She docsw't like the teacher.

Other negatives work in the same way, forming a sandwich around the verb,

. jamais never
rien nothing, not anything
ne ... que. only
ne ... plus 1o longer, not any more
Je ne fume plus. 1 no longer smoke/1 dow't smoke any more.

Je ne mange rien. | cat nothing/1 don’t cat anything.

Write these sentences in French.
1 I no longer watch Easténders. 5 I'mnotreading anything. 9 | only watch Coronation

2 I'm not doing anything. 6 lonlylikeart. Street.
3 I don't smoke. 7 I don't like maths any more. 10 'm not playing football
4 Inever play tennis. 8 I never eat sweets.

In the perfect tense, the negative forms a sandwich around the auxiliary verb (i.c the

part of avoir or étre).

Je n'ai pas vu le film. I didn't sce the film.

If there are two verbs together in a sentence, the ne ... pas forms a sandwich round
the first verb.
Je ne veux pas aller a Paris.

1l ne va pas visiter le musée.

I don't want to go to Paris.
He isn't going 1o visit the

museum.

Make these sentences negative by putting ne ... pas in the right place.

1 Il vaa Paris. 5 Je suis allé au cinéma. 9 Je dois payer 100 cents.
2 Jaime lhistoire. 6 Jepeux sortir ce soir. 10 Jai voté pour le president
3 Je serairiche. 7 llavu ce film.

4 1] étaitcontent. 8 Elle préfere voyager en avion.
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3.11 Question forms

Questions without question words

The easiest way to ask questions is to use the sentence form using rising intonation,
i.e. you make your voice go up at the end.

‘est vrai? Is it true?

Est-ce que can also be used to turn a sentence into a question.
Est-ce que tu viens? Are you coming?

The third way of asking questions involves inversion, i.c. the order of the subject and
the verb is changed around.
Estelle absente?  Is she absent?

An extra pronoun is added if a noun s used.
La maison, estelle grande?  Is the house big?

An extra tis added in between two vowels to help with pronunciation.
Thierry Henry, joue-tl pour Liverpoolz  Does Thierry Henry play for Liverpool?

Questions using question words

If the question contains a question word, the question word is usually at the start of
the sentence and is followed by est-ce que.

O est-ce que tuvas?  Where are you going?

Sometimes inversion is used.
Comment voyages-tu?  How are you travelling?

Asking questions in the perfect tense
The rules above also apply to questions in the perfect tense.

Tu as fini? Have you finished?
Est-ce quilavulefilm?  Has he seen the film>

When inversion is used, the subject pronoun and the auxiliary verb (the part of avoir
or étre) are inverted.

As-tu fini? Have you finished?
Pourquoi a-t-elle manqué le match?  Why did she miss the match?
Quel/quelle

quel/quelle means ‘which’ or ‘what. It is used when ‘what' refers to a noun, not a
verb and agrees with the noun it refers to.

Quelle est 1a date?  What is the date?
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Masculine Feminine
Singular | quel livre? quelle page?
Plural quels livres? quelles pages?
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3.12 Reflexive verbs

Reflexive verbs are verbs which include an extra pronoun (before the verb). The
infinitive of a reflexive verb has the pronoun se. The reflexive pronouns me, te and s¢
shorten to m’, " and 8’ in front of a vowel or silent h.

se coucher (to go to bed)

je me couche nous nous couchons
tu te couches vous vous couchez
il/elle/on se couche ils/elles se couchent

Examples of reflexive verbs: s'amuser (o enjoy yourself), se brosser les dents (fo
Drush your teeth), se coucher (to go to bed), se doucher (to have a shower), ¥habiller
(to get dressed), se laver (to get washed), se lever (1o got up), se réveiller (to wake up)

Je me léve a sept heures. Iget up at 7 o'clock.
Tu te couches a quelle heure?  What time do you go to bed?

Complete each verb with the correct reflexive pronoun.
1je lave 3 elles couchent 5 on
2 Marianne l2ve 4 nous brossons les dents

amuse

In the perfect tense, reflexive verbs use étre. As with all étre verbs, the past participle
agrees with the subject.

Elle sest levée. She got up.
Nous nous sommes amusés.  We enjoyed ourselves.

Rewrite this paragraph in the perfect tense.

Je me réveille a six heures. A sept heures,je me [éve. Je me lave dans la salle de bains et aprés je
‘mhabille. Ma sceur se léve aprés mol, puis ell se douche et elle shabille. Nous nous brossons fes dents
ensemble. Le solrje me couche d dix heures, mais ma sceur et mes parents se couchent plus tard.

3.13 Verbs with the infi
1f there are two different verbs in a row in a sentence (apart from verbs in the perfect
tense), the second verb is an infinitive.

J'adore apprendre le franga I love learning French.

Elle déteste ranger sa chambre. She hates tidying her bedroom.

Modal verbs

Modal verbs are followed by the infini

devoir 10 have to 11 doit rester a la maison. He must stay at home.
pouvoir  tobeableto T peus aller au cinéma? Can you go to the cinema?

vouloir to want to Je veux étre riche. Twant to be rich.
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3.13 Verbs with the infinitive
1f there are two different verbs in a row in a sentence (apart from verbs in the perfect
tense), the second verb is an infinitive.

Jradore apprendre le francais. T love learning French.

Elle déteste ranger sa chambre. She hates tidying her bedroom.

Modal verbs

Modal verbs are followed by the infinitive.

devoir 1o have to 11 doit rester a la maison. He must stay at home.
pouvoir  tobeableto T peus aller au cinéma? Can you go to the cinema?

vouloir to want to Je veux étre riche. Twant to be rich.
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q The letter q (usually qu) is like the English k. Practice saying these examples:
querelle (kuh-rehl) argument

qui (kee) who

quarante (kah-rah(n)-1) forty

¥ The r in French is very different from the English r. It s pronounced at the back
of the mouth and is slightly rolled. Practice saying these examples:

arriver (ah-ree-vay) warrive
rire (reer) 10 laugh
vivre (vee-vr) 1o live

S The letter s can be pronounced in different ways. The doubled ss is pronounced
like s in sing. Practice saying these examples:

paresse (pah-rehs) laziness
lisse (lees) smooth
saucisse (soh-sees) sausage

§ at the beginning of a word is pronounced like s in sing. Practice saying these
‘examples:

sage (sahzh) wise

sel (sehl) salt

Simon (see-moh(n)) Simon
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Verbs which take d or de

Some French verbs need to have 4, de or d before the infinitive.

Jai décide de rester a la maison. 1 decided o stay at home.

Elle commence a étre plus raisonnable. She is beginning (o be more reasonable.

Examples of verbs taking a, de or d’: décider de (to decide t0), demander de (o ask (0),
essayer de (o ry to), commencer a (to begin (0), réussir a (to manage to)

Complete each sentence in French.
1 Yai décidé de .. (speak to my teacher)
2 Finalement,elle 2 réussia .. (understand the question)
3 Hier,0n a commencé ... (do our homework)
4 Jai demandé de ... (go to the toilet)
5 Les profs essaient de ... (help the pupils)
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SECTION 4 Structural features

Structural features are words or sets of words which occur in sentences and texts.

4.1 Prepositions

Prepositions are words which tell us where someone or something

avec with sous  under

dans in a at, toor in (+ town - A Paris)

devant i front of en*  torin(+ feminine country - en France)
derriere  behind de of

sur on

*but au + masculine country (au pays de Galles)
and aux + plural country (aux Etats-Unis)

de
Some prepositions are followed by de:
a cote de next to

pres de near

en face de  opposite
de + le becomes du, and de + les becomes des.

acoté du cinéma  next to the cinema
prés des toilettes  near the toilets

After expressions of quantity, you use just de.
un kilo de pommes a kilo of apples
beaucoup de devoirs Tots of homework

a(to, that)

4 + le becomes au, and a + les becomes aux.

Je vais au cinéma, mais il va aux magasins.

I'm going to the cinema, but he's going to the shops.
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4.2 Question words

ou? where? combien de? how many>
qui? who? a quelle heure? at what time?
quand? when? comment? how?
questce que?  what? quel(le) (+ noun)?  what?
pourquoi? why?

4.3 Intensifiers
Intensifiers are words placed before adjectives to make them stronger or weaker.

trées very Le francais est trés intéressant.

assez quite French is very interesting.

un peu alittle bit Clest trop cher. s too dear/expensive.
trop t00

vraiment really
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4.4 Connectives
Connectives are used to join up phrases and sentences.

et and car because si
‘mais but puis then ou
parce que  because quand  when donc

Join each pair of sentences using a different connective.
1 Je suis sportif.Je serai professeur de sports.
portant. On peut se faire de nouveaux amis.
Onvaalaplage.
4 On peutaller au cinéma. On peut regarder des DVD.
5 Descends la rue principale.Tourne 3 droite.

if
or
therefore

Here are some other connectives to use to make your French more flowing and cohesive:

aussi also finalement finally

apres afterwards heurcusement  fortunately
autrement dit in other words malheurcusement unfortunately
avant beforchand néanmoins nevertheless
bien sir of course normalement  normally, usually
Cest-a-dire that is to say par conséquent  as a consequence
comme d'habitude ~as usual peut-étre perhaps
d'habitude usually pourtant however

de Vautre coté on the other hand  quelquefois sometimes

de temps en temps from time to time régulierement  regularly
encemoment at the moment tous les jours every day

en effet in fact, actually tout d'abord first of all

en plus ‘morcover tout de suite immediately

P then
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4.5 depuis

To say how long something has been happening, you use depuis (since) with the
present tense.

J'habite ici depuis cing ans. 1 have lived here for five years.

Elle est absente depuis trois mois.  She has been absent for three months.

4.6 il faut
il faut (it is necessary, you must) is followed by the infinitive.
Tl faut écouter le professcur. You must listen to the teacher.
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4.7 Expressions with avoir
Some expressions with the verb ‘to be’ in English use avoir in French.
Jai froid. Tam cold.

avoir 14 ans  to be 14 years old avoir froid to be cold
avoir faim 10 be hungry avoir chaud o be hot
avoir soif 10 be thirsty avoir peur  to be afvaid

Complete each French phrase and translate itinto English.
il if treize ans. 3 soif. 5 Elles___foid.
2T faim? 4 Nous chaud, 6 Vous peur

avoir besoin de (to need) can be followed by a noun or a verb in the infinitive.
Jai besoin d’un stylo. I need a pen.
Astu besoin d’acheter du lait? Do you need to buy some milk?
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4.8 Time expressions
Certain time expressions are usually used with certain tenses.

Pannée derniere | normalement T'été prochain
last year normally next summer
samedi dernier généralement Pannée prochaine
last Saturday generally next year

hier dhabitude demain

yesterday usually tomorrow

de temps en temps.
from time to time
parfois

sometimes
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Rewrite this paragraph, using the time expressions to help you put the verbs into the
correct tense.

Hier o, je (aller) au café avec mes amis. D'habitude, je (regarder) la télé le soir, oufe (faire) mes
devoirs,mais hier soitj (décider) de sortr.On (boire) un coca au café et puis on (jouer) au babyfoot.
J(aimen) bien le babyfoot car c'(étre) trés amusant. Demain soir e (rester)  la maison parce que
Jlavoir) des devoirs de maths et de francais.

When il y a is used before an expression of time, it means ‘ago’.
ily aune semaine  aweek ago

Answer each question with a sentence which includes a verb and il y a.
1 Quand est-ce que tu es arrivé? (a week ago)
2 Quand est-ce que tu as vule film? (two days ago)
3 Quand est-ce que tu as commencé & apprendre le frangais? (three years ago)
4 Quand est-ce que tu as rencontré Paul? (an hour ago)
5 Quand est-ce que tu esallé a Paris? (three months ago)
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Verb tables

Regular verbs
infinitive | present tense perfect tense | future impenfect
erverbs | je joue nous jouons Jaijoue  |jejouerai | jejouais
jouer tw joues vous jouez.
(toplay) __|il/elic/on joue_ils/elles jouent
drverbs | je finis nous finissons Jai fini jefinirai | je Anissais
finir tu finis vous finissez.
(1o finish) | il/elle/on finit_ils/elles finissent = B
wreverbs | jattends nous attendons jaiattendu | jattendrai | jattendais
attendre  |wattends  vous attendez
(towait for) |il/elle/on ils/clles attendent

attend e i i
Reflexive | jeme couche  nous nous couchons | je me suis | je me jeme
verbs t te couches  vous vous couchez | couché(e) | coucherai | couchais
sc coucher |il/elle/on ils/elles se couchent
(togo to bed) | se couche
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Key irregular verbs

il/elle/on fait

ils/elles font

[infinitive [present tense perfect tense | future imperfect
aller (10g0) | je vais nousallons | je suis Jirai yallais
tu vas vous allez allé(e)
il/elle/on va ils/elles vont
avoir (10 Jai nousavons | jai eu Jaurai Javais
have) twas vous avez
il/elle/on a ils/elles ont
étre (1obe) | je suis noussommes | jaiéte | je serai
wes vous étes
il/elle/on est ils/elles sont
faire jo fais nous faisons | jai fait | je ferai je faisais
(to do/make) | tu fais vous faites
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s between vowels is pronounced like z. Practice saying these examples:

visage (vee-zazh) Jace
fraise (frehs) strawberry
valise (valh-leez) suitcase

£ The French t usually sounds like the English 1, except when followed by fon: it
is then pronounced like s in sun (same as ss). Practice saying these examples:

aviation (ah-vya-syoh(n)) aviation
fiction (feek-syoh(n) fiction
rationnel (rah-syohn-ehl) rational

X The letter x is pronounced with a ks sound, like the x in fax, or a gz sound, like
the x in exam. Practice saying these examples:

maximum (mah-ksee-muhm)  maximum

Proximité (profi-ksee-mee-tay) prasinity

exaspérer (eh-gzah-spay-ray)  to exasperate

exercice (eh-gzehr-sees) exercise
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When you want to work out what a verb means.
lookat the end of the word as well as the
beginning.

regarder  to watch (the infinitive)

regarde  watch/watching (present tense)
regardé  watched (past participle)
regarderai will watch (future tense)
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Other irregular verbs
infinitive | present tense perfect tense | future imperfect
achetor Jrachete Tous achetons | j'ai acheté | facheterai | fachetais
(t0 buy) tw achetes vous acheter
il/elle/on achéte  ils/elles
achtent
wappeler | je mappelle nousnous | jeme suis | je je
(t0be called) |t vappelles appelons appelé(e) | mrappellerai |~ mappelais
il/elle/on vous vous
sappelle appelez
iis/elles
sappellent
apprendre (0 learn) - see prendre
hoire (10| je bois nousbuvons |jaibu | jeboirai | jebuvais
drink) tw bois vous buvez
iV/elle/onboit ils/elles
boivent
comprendre (o undersiand) - see prendre
conduire | je conduis nous Jai conduit | je conduirai | je
(0 drive) w conduis conduisons conduisais
i/elle/on conduit  vous conduiser.
is/elles
conduisent
connaitre | je connais nous Jaiconnu | je je
(toknow) | tu conais connaissons connaitrai | connaissais
il/elle/on connait  vous connaissez
ils/elles
connaissent
courir (to run) | je cours nous courons | jaicouru | je courrai | je courais
tu cours vous courez
i/elle/on court __ils/elles courent =
oroire je crois nouscroyons | jaicra | jecroirai | jo croyais
(tobelicve) |t crois vous croyez.
V/elle/on croit__ils/elles oroient
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infinitive [ present tense [ perfect tense | future [ imperfect
devenir (10 become) ~ see venir
devoir (10| je dois nous devons | jai da jedevrai | je devais
have to/ tu dois vous devez
must) il/elle/on doit ils/elles
doivent
dire (0 say) | je dis nousdisons  |jaidic  |jedirai | je disais
tw dis vous dites
il/elle/on dit il /elles disent
dormir Je dors nous dormons | j'ai dormi | je dormirai | je dormais
(to sleep) tu dors vous dormez
il/elle/on dort  ils/elles
dorment
Gorire Jrécris nous écrivons | jai écrit | écrirai | jécrivais
(towrite) | tu écris vous écrivez
il/elle/on écrit ils/elles
écrivent
envoyer Jenvoic nous envoyons | fai envoyé | fenverrai | jenvoyais
(to send) tu envoies vous envoyer.
il/elle/on envoie ils/elles
envoient
essayer (fo | j'essaie nous essayons | Jai essayé | Jessaierai | jessayais
try) tw essaies vous essayez.
il/elle/on essaie ils/clles
essaient
se lever e me leve nous nous jemesuis | jeme jeme
(ogetup)  |tu te leves Tevons levé(e) | leverai levais
il/elle/on se leve  vous vous lever
il /elles se
fia
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lire (10 read) | je lis nous lisons | j'ai lu je lirai je lisais,
twlis vous lisez
il/elle/on lit ils/elles lisent
manger (t0 | jo mange nous mangeons | jai mangé | je mangerai | je
cat) tu manges vous mangez mangeais
il/elle/on mange ils/elles
mangent
mettre (t0 | jo mets nous mettons | fai mis | je mettrai | je mettais
put) tu mets vous mettez,
il/elle/onmet  ils/clles
mettent
ouvrir Jouvre nous ouvrons | jai ouvert | jouvrirai | j'ouvrais
(to open) tu ouvres vous ouvrez
il/elle/on ouvre  ils/elles
ouvrent
partir je pars nous partons | je suis jepartirai | je partais
(10 leave) tu pars vous partez parti(e)
il/elle/on part  ils/elles
partent
pouvoir (fo | je peux ‘nous pouvons | Jjepourrai | je pouvais
beable to/ .. | tu peux vous pouvez
can) il/elle/on peut  ils/elles

peuvent
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infinitive present tense. perfect tense | future imperfect
préférer o préfere. nous préférons | 'ai préferé |je e preferais
(to prefer) tu préferes vous préférez préférerai
il/elle/on prefere  ils/elles
préferent
prendre je prends nous prenons | jaipris | je prendrai | je prenais
(to take) tu prends vous prenez
il/elle/on prend  ils/elles
prennent
recevoir je recois nous recevons | j'airegu | je recevrai | je recevais
(10 receive) | tu recois vous recevez
il/elle/on regoit ils/elles
regoivent
rire (fo laugh) | je ris nousrions | jairi je rirai e riais
t ris vous riez
il/elle/on rit il /elles rient
savoir e sais nous savons | jai su e saurai | je savais
(oknow) |t sais vous savez
il/elle/on sait__ils/elles savent
sentir (to | je sens noussentons | yaisenti | je sentirai | je sentais
feel) tu sens vous sentez
il/elle/on sent ils/elles
sentent
servir (1o | jesers nousservons | jaiservi | je servirai | jo servais
serve) twsers vous servez,
il/elle/on sert ils/elles
servent
sortir e sors nous sortons | je suis je sortirai | je sortais
(togoout) |tusors vous sortez, sorti(e)
il/elle/on sort___ils/elles sortent
venir (10| je viens mous venons | je suis je viendrai | je venais
come) t viens vous venez. venu(e)
il/elle/on vient ils/elles
viennent
voir (10 see) | je vois nous voyons | jai vu jeverrai | je voyais
tu vois vous voyez
il/elle/on voit___ils/elles voient
vouloir je veux nousvoulons | jai voulu | je voudrai | je voulais
(towant0) | tu veux vous voulez

il/elle/on veut

ils/elles
veulent
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Practice saying the words in the list. Focus on the pronunciation of your consonants
and vowels. Look at the transliteration to check your pronunciation.

French Pronunciation ‘English
1. glisser slee-say to:lip
2. haut oh high
3. quel kehl which
4. accds ah-kseh access
5. centre sah(n)tr: center
6. casserole kah-suh-rol saucepan
7. agneau ah-nyoh lamb
8. temps tah(n) time
9. exagérer eh-gaah-zhay-ray 10 exaggerate
10. soleil so-lay-y sun
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OMISSIONS

An unaccented e at the end of a word is usually not pronounced, with the exception
of short words like je. Practice saying these examples:

Silent ¢
‘moule (mool) mussel
glace (glahs) ice cream
ge (ahah) age
Pronounced ¢

le (luh) the

ce (suh) this

de (duh) some

In addition, an unaccented € within certain words s not pronounced. Practice
saying these examples;:

avenue (ahv-nu) avenue
acheter (ahsh-tay) 10 buy
samedi (sahm-dee) Saturday
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LIAISON

Many final consonants are linked to the vowel that follows. In a liaison, the conso-
nant d is usually pronounced like a t, and the consonants s and x are usually pro-
nounced like a z. Practice saying these cxamples:

ils-(2)-aiment (eel-zehm) they love
il sont-(0)-arrives (eel-soh(n)-tah-ree-vay) they arrived
est-(0)-amusant (say-tah-mu-sah(n) itis amusing

un grand-()-immeuble (uh(n)-grah(n)-tee-muhbl) a tall building
Bon-(n)-appétit! (bon-nah-pay-tee) Enjoy your meal/food!
deux-(z)-idées (duuh-zee-day) two ideas

Because the h s silen, this is also true when what follows the final consonant is
an h. Practice saying this example:

dix-(@)-histoires (dee-zee-stwar) two stories
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When the indefinite article un (a, an) is linked to a vowel or h that follows, the
sound is still nasal but the  is pronounced. Practice saying these examples:

un-(n)-ami (uh(n)-nah-mee) afriend
un(n)-éléphant (uh(n)-nay-lay-fah(n)) an elephant
Elles-(z)-habitent dans-(z)-un-(n)-hotel. (ehl-zah-beet-dah(n)-zuh(n)-noh-teh)

They live in a hotel.

Before a vowel, il is linked, sounding like the y in yes. Practice saying these
examples:

un vieil-(y)-animal (uh(n)-vyeh-yah-nee-mahl)  an old animal
un vieil-(s)-homme (uh(n)-vyeh-yom) an old man

SYLLABLE STRESS

Tn English, one syllable is stressed more than the others: perfect, pragmatic, In
words of several syllables, you may even have  primary and a secondary stress. In
French, each sound is pronounced clearly and equally, amild stress on the last
syllable of the word. Compare stresses on these similar words:

French English
‘moderne (moh-delirn) modem
observation (op-sehr-val-syoh())  observation
passion (pah-syoh(n)) passion
libéralisme (lee-bay-rah-leesm) liberalism
INTONATION

In French, the last syllable of the last word of a sentence receives a slight downward
inflection. Practice saying these examples:

Je vais au thédre. I'm going t0 the theater.
Il est huit heures. It's 8 oclock

NOTE: In these examples the last e is mute.
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The last syllable before a comma receives a slight upward inflection. Practice
saying these examples:

En effer, le climat est plus Indeed, the weather s milder in the
doux dans le sud de la France. South of France.
Apparemment, i est sorti, Apparently, he went out.

The last syllable in & question receives a slight upward inflection. For example:

Viens-tu ce soir? Are you coming tonight?
As-tu des nouvelles de Marc? Have you heard from Marc?
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‘The alphabet

e is a rough guide (o how the letters of the alphabet sound in French:

A Ad HoASH o oH vy
B BAY 1oEE PoorAY W DOOBLVAY
c sy 3 DiEE Q oo X EEX
D DAY K KAH R ERR Y EEGREK
£ BUH LB s oEss z 7D
F o EFF MEM Ty
G by N EN u 00
Accents

Itis very important to remember accents when you are writing in French. Accents
are written above vowels.

& Anacute accent (un accent aigu) can oceur only on the letter e.
& A grave accent (un accent grave) can occur on the letters a, ¢ or u.
& A citcumflex (un accent circonflexe) can occur on the letters a, ¢, i, 0 or .
¢ Acedilla (une cédille) can only occur on the letter c.
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The cedilla mark under the letter °” (g) before ', o’ and ‘' makes it
 sound like the letter s The letter e’ aways sounds like an *
of'e’and
& Aletter ‘' with an acute accent (¢)is a more closed kind of
your tongue i closer to the 10of of your mouth), more like ‘may’ than
“met. Remember that i you see én a word, it must be pronounced
evenf it coms before anther vowel. For example, the éa in idéaliste
is heard a5 two separate vowels.
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P“O“é“q“e

u Le rythme et I'accentuation
En francais, il y a un « accent de durée » porté par la derniére syllabe prononcée d'un groupe de mots lou groupe
rythmique). Les autres syllabes du groupe sont inaccentuées, réguliéres et continues,

Sa lut ! Mon anniver ‘aire, c'est le dix oc tobre.

Je voudrais dor mir, r& ver, ne pas cou rir...

mle «emuet»

0n ne pranonce pas e « e » final des mots-: C'est mon pér. I s appellg Antoing.
On ne prononce pas les terminaisons des verbes e, -es, ~ent : Je jouf, tu chantg, ls dans#it.

Mais on prononce le « e » dans les mots  une syllabe : je, le, me. Il se note [o].
9] note également, dans les mots & plusieurs syllabes, le « e » inaccentué (demain] ou caduque [petitl

En général on ne prononce pas les consonnes finales : Le monstre a deux brag ef troig neZ.
Mais on prononce le « L» et e « 7 et le « ¢ » : C'est un acteur espagnol ou grec ?

On prononce (a consonne finale dans les mots cing, six, sept, huit. neu, dix, mais pas si six, huit et dix sont devant
un mot commengant par une consonne ! (Cing se prononce parfois devant une consonne.)

u La liaison

Quand un mot commence par une voyelle a, e, i, 0, y ou un h muet, on unit la consonne finale du mot précédent
[déterminant, adjectif, préposition, pronom personnel, verbe, etc.) & la voyelle ou au h :
un_ami - une_istoire - des _idées - mes _affaires - en_espagnol - deux_autos - hut_escargots

n n z z n z t

1Ly a pas de liaison aprés le mot et

tgalors 7
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m Les sons

ILest utile de s'entrainer a bien distinguer
a prononciation des consonnes
o] bienl et [¥) viens),

o] lbon et [p] (pont),

8] lpoisson) et 2] paison),
[R] rével et [] (i,

10 lchaud) et [3] (aunel,
] lroid et [v] lvoit).

ILfaut également s'entrainer & bien distinguer
la prononciation des voyelles :

[l (bol), ] (beurre) et [o] (bleu),

ou celle des nasales [a] lbanc. [5] (bonl, [&] (un]
et [g] [bain),

.0u & bien prononcer les semi-voyelles :
[ tittel, W] foui) et ] (1, etc.
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What you need to know

There are six grammatical ‘persons'for cach verb, and it tradition to lst them as n the table below:
Person  Meaning Uses
sing. | 1je 1 talking about yourself
2t you singular: used when speaking to one friend or relative
3l he (orit) | refering to a male person or thing
elle | she(or'it) | referring to a female person or thing
on one often used to mean 'we' (Qu'est-ce qu'on fait? = What shall we do?) Tt
also means ‘you'or 'they when you're generalising (On ne peut pas faire
¢a. = You can't do that. / On parle fiangais en Guadeloupe. = They speak
French in Guadeloupe.)
Pural | 1nous | we talking about ourselves
2 vous | you « plural of tuz when speaking to more than one person
« polite (singular and plural): when speaking to someone who is not a
friend or relative:
3is they veferring to male persons or things
elles | they referring to female persons or things
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The ‘persons' in the table above are known in
grammatical terms as ‘personal pronouns’ But any
houn or somebody's name can also be a grammatical
“person’ as well. Ask yourself: If replaced the noun or
the name with a personal pronoun, which would it
Look at these examples;

GRAMMATICAL ‘PERSONS' - some examples

Noun/  Equivalent Person
name pronoun

lpof il 31d person singular
lesfillselles 31d person plural
Elsa et moi  nous 15t person plural
tes parents ils 31d person plural

Cline et toi  vous. 2nd person plural
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Le présent de lindicatif
Verbes en -er

singulier

plriel

Jaime

taimes
it/elle/ onaime
s/ el aiment

it/ elle/ on préfére

nous préférons
vous priférez

ils/elles préférent

Verbes pronominaux
s appeler

je mappelle

1w Cappelles

it/ elle /on sappelle
nous nous appelons
vous vous appelez

ils /el s appellent

Attention | manger  nous mangeons - commencer » nous commengans

Verbes rréguliers

singutier

plriel

singutier

pluriel

singuler

plorel

singutier

plriel

alter
jovais

twas
it/elle/onva
nous aflons
vous alez

it/ ellesvont

devoir
jodois

wdois

it/ elle on doit
pous devons
vous devez

il ells dovent

faire
Jefais

toais
it/elte/on ait
nous fasons.
vous fates

s ells font

prondre
jeprends
tuprends

it/elle /onprend
nous penons
vous pranez

it/ elle rennent

avoir
jai

was

i/elle fona
its efles ont.

dormir
jedors

tudors
t/elle/on dort
nousdormons.
vous dormez

it / elles dorment

re
jelis

wiis

it/ elle fontit
ous lsons
vous ez

it/ eles lisent

josais
wsais
it/elle/ onsait
il /ells savent

boire
jobois

tubois

i/ elte on boit
nous buvons.
vous buvez

ils / elesboivent

éerire
Jécris

wecris
it/elle/ on éert
nous écrivons.
it/ elles crivent

rtir
jepars

tupars

it/ elle /on part
nous partons
vous partez

its / elles partent

joviens

tovins

it/elte/ onvient
nous venons.

ils /el viennent

selover
jome bve
wielbves
it/elle/ onse lbve
nous ous levons
vous vus levez

it /elles se livent

courir
jecaurs

weours
it/elle/ on court
vous courez

it/ elles courent

dtre
josuis

wes

i/ elle/onest
vous dtes

il elles sont.

pouvair.
Jepeux

tupeux

il/elle/ onpeut
nous pouvons
vous pouves.

it/ elles peuvent

vouloir
joveux

e

it/ elle/onveut
nous voulons
vous voulez

it /elles veutent
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1 Bienvenue!

Compleéte les bulles. Complete the speech bubbles.

a
b
c
1 Salut, Pierre, ¢a va? 4 Bonjour, Bernard!
2 Bof! 5 Au revoir, Emilie!

3 Bonjour, Nicolas! 6 Au revoir, Coralie!
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2 Mes affaires

1 Les étiquettes sont mélangées. Ecris les bons mots.

The labels are all mixed up. Write in the correct words.

a uncrayon <—J=P

b une trousse

¢ uneregle

d un cahier

e un feutre @

f une gomme %
g unstylo 6?/‘}
h unlivre

P

un taille-crayon
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2a C'est quelle trousse, a ou b?
Which pencil case is it, a or b?

Dans ma trousse j'ai un crayon, un
stylo, une regle et un taille-crayon.

2b Complete la bulle pour I'autre trousse.
Complete the speech bubble for the other pencil case.

Dans ma trousse, j'ai ...
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Relie les questions et les réponses.
Match up the questions and the answers.

Questions

Comment tu t'appelles? 6 |
Bonjour! ||

Gava?| |

Aurevoir![ |

Qulest-ce que C'est? M O
Qu'est-ce que c'est? O
As-tu une gomme? ||
As-tuunstylo?| |

Comment ga s'écrit? ||

Clest vrai?| |

il el 0 BN DL I KRN

Réponses

1 Aurevoir!
C’est un livre.
Non, c’est faux.
Oui, voila.
Bonjour!
Je m'appelle David.
C-A-H-I-E-R

Non, je nai pas de gomme.

© ® NP e oA w N

Oui, ga va bien.
10 Clestunstylo.
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Quel age as-tu?

1 Trouve les dix nombres et écris-les dans le bon ordre.
Find the ten numbers and write them in ascending order

= e e

= ‘\%(\ ¥ Q v,
s < =
== L3y W=
= <
=

B
s EDRY

2 Relie. Match up.
a b c d

Jai dixans. || Jai quinze ans.|_|
J'ai douze ans. D
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Complete les phrases.
Complete the sentences.
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5 Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire?

1 Ecris les jours dans le bon ordre dans 'agenda.
Write the days in the right order on the diary.

dimanche
mardi

vendredi

mercredi

lundi

samedi

.
IR srare
ap fondi
ap
-
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2 Relie les dates avec les chiffres.
Match up the dates with the figures.

a levingt novembre ] 1 14/8
b le quinze janvier [ 2 13/9
¢ ledix-huit décembre || 3 3017
d le vingt-sept mars ] 4 20/11
e le trente juillet | 5 19/6
f levingtetunoctobre | | 6 21/10
g leseize mai L1 7 18/12
h le premier avril (M} 8 29/2
i levingt-neuf février | 9 27/3
j ledix-neufjuin [ 10 16/5
k le quatorze aotit D 11 15/1
1 letreize septembre | | 12 1/4
3 Complete ces dates.
Complete these dates.
a 13/1:le treize d 1sile
b 20/3: le vingt e 8/6:le

c 30/9:le trente
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Revision 1

1 Trouve les jours et les mois. Find the days and the months.

Jlolz[r[o]x[w[-]<[z][>]-|w]=][2]>
zZz|o|>|w|S|o|c|jw|T|o|Z|wo|w|— ||
—[«|u[a]2]o]|<|x[>|o|2]a|>|-|0|c
S|w|o[o|¢|Z][S[w|o]o[|o|e|c|w]w
S|a|N[=[=u[a|Z[a]a[o]o]m|[>]n]w
<|u|>[oz|[e[>[a]o]alo]e[zfw|a]ae
a|o[o[>|w[o[o]-|-[o[«|u|Z[u|<|m
>|D|x|a|¢|-|Oo[x|>v|—|>Sn|n|3
S[o|z[o > [x|>|w[z|a|c|w|o|—|w
o[- x| |of on[ <] |- [w|-|<]x%|a]o
—|—|o]<|u] = <[] S]c]o|~N]o]wfw
olo|n[z]do]wn|<|o]-o]m|Z|N|o]a]
wln|alalSjalalo|a|o|c|>|n|x|z|(x
SRR ENENENE R E
<|o|0|x|o|q|o|z|o|— |3 [<|Z|O|T|w
wlwla|[F|lw|[S|o|c|jw|a|o[2]|Z]-]D]Z|

2 Vrai (v) ou faux (X)? Right or wrong?

0
O
O
[

f
5
g
o)
= g
R
58588
5855
00§
__mmq.
= £ 3
53873 ¢
=il el e Tl
'ERE
M-
2838 8
g gz
U = oS

i
neuf |:|
O
|

a un+ deux = trois

b quatre + quatre

¢ trois + cing = dix
=quinze

d dix + six
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3 Ecris les réponses. Write in the answers.
a un+quatre =

deux + cing =

six + sept =

trois + neuf =

o oo o

huit + neuf
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Révision 2

e conversation pour chaque bulle.

Choose and write the correct conversation in each speech bubble.

1 Choisis et écris la bonn
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- e a6 oo

Au revoir, Sophie. Au revoir, Mélanie.

Bonjour, je m'appelle Mélanie. Bonjour. Je m'appelle Sophie.
Taisez-vous.

Tu as quel 4ge? J'ai treize ans.

Tu as une regle? Oui, voila.

Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire? C'est le six juillet.
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Que sais-je?
g \‘nﬁ@

%”} o
e »S% »

g

Tcan...

® say what Iam called Je mappelle __ - B
® say hello and goodbye . et

® saylamwell Ca

@ saysix classroom items I have yai

@ say two items I haven't got Je nai pas de

® name the days of the week lundi,

® name the months of the year janvier,

® say when my birthday is Mon anniversaire est le
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® namesix items and say un stylo bleu,
what colour they are
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@ What mahes france special?
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© Highesi
Mo
(UK

m

n Nevis,

© Loy
(UK: Severn, 364km)

i vivor: Loire: 1012kn

¥ Great Towks and a nickna

line in the
centre, high snow-cov
south, low flat lands in th
tryside lor

France is often known as FHex
because of its six-sided shape
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“Arice rowd

The population of Franc s the second I
afer Germany i holds the record for e
755 for men),

Francespopulaton i lso e ofthe most mlticuturs in Europe: one in
fouramies s parent r grandparen who was bor i e
Grea forchoic of food .

st i the European Union,

¥ Places tosee and be seent
Almost 8% o fronch people v i small o mediu-
ized owns. Theresre ot manyrealy lrge cies. The
largest s the capial Pari: it s central influence over
the restofthe country and s 3 symbolofFrench cultre
inhe world But France ' justParist

© Population: 61.1 mion
(UK 59.7 milion)

© Density: 107 nhaitans per scusre
o (UK 281)

© Captal (Pars) - Pais an suburs:
109 millon London: 7 milon)

© Othr main cities: Lyon (1.61m),

Warsele Axen-Provence (1.4m)

(Greate Manchestar: 2.5 milon and

Biminghan: 1 mion)

‘Salutf Mo, cest Malika
Derrouaz Jai 13 ans.Je
suis frangaise. Mes
grands-parents sont
algériens. jhabite 3 Pari¢
Bienvenue en france/

Bonjour/ e mappelle Lucas
MarfinJai 13 ans.Je suis
Frangais habite prés de
Toulouse, dans le sud-ouest.
Ici. cest super!
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__What makes France special?

rench history is rich in events that
have shaped the country and given
itits national symbols,

The oldest symbol is the cog gaulois
or Gallic rooster, 2 reminder of when
France was called Gaul: the Latin word
gallus meant both Gaul and rooster. It
i the emblem of French sports teams
in international competitions and features in the logo of a world
famous French brand of sportswear: Le Cog Sportif.

The Tricolore flag was born during the French Revolution, in 1794,

combining the colours of Paris (red and blue) and that of the king
(white). It flies above public buildings together with the
European flag, at most civil and military ceremonies and
decorates the faces of football supporters!

France is a Republic as indicated by the letters RF
(République francaise) on French euro coins. The franc was
the currency of France until it was replaced by the euro (€) in

January 2002.
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The most prominent symbol of France
is the figure of a woman, Marianne,
‘whose origins are unclear. Her statue,
found in town halls and law courts,
has recently been modeled on famous
actresses, e.g. Brigitte Bardot,
Catherine Deneuve and Laetitia Casta.
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W Breton
Alsatian
™ Occitan
M Basque
* Catalan
W Corsican

The languages of France
Official language: French

Regonal languages: Breton,
Corsican, Occitan, Basque, Catalan,
Alsatian (taught In some schools up

o University level in an effort to keep
them alive)

French-speaking world

There are now 160 millon speakers
of Fench in the wori (including
France and the French overseas
tentores).

(460 million speakers of English)

July T4th is Bastille
Day, the French
National Day. It
commemorates the
fall of the Bastille
prison to the
Revolutionaries in
1789. Itis a bank
holiday with a military
parade on the
Champs-Elysées in
Paris and street parties
and firework displays
all over France.

The national antherm,
Ja Marseillaise, is a
battle march
composed during the
French Revolution by
a soldier, Rouget de
Lisle, to inspire the
troops.
Revolutionaries from
Marseille sang it on
their way to Paris,
giving it its name. The first lines go: Allons enfants de la patrie, Le jour
de gloire est arrivé! Just right before a football match!

“Liberté, Egalité, Fraternite”, the motto of the Revolution, represents
the values the French Republic strives to maintain, more or less
successfully. It features on public buildings and on coins and stamps.
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The Invaders
The country we call France used to
be known as fa Gaule (the name was.
taken from a Celtic tibe who settled
there - the Gauis). In the year 50
BC, Julus Caesar and the Roman
‘army defeated the Gauls and took
over the country. 500 years later, a
ribe from the East, the Franks,
moved in and chased out the
Romans. They renamed the country
with their own name, France. Later,
the land was also invaded by the
Norsemen (Vikings), who became
known as the Normans

n certain areas of France,
Ipe()p\e have a strong regional
identity. They have kept alive
local customs and traditions:
costume (le costume), festivals
(s festivals), dance and music
(1a danse et la musique) and
sport (les sports). Some even
have their own language (une
langue), which they speak in
addition to French. (More about
regional languages in Chapter 1.)

Reglonal cultures

[ Flemish
I occitan
[ corsican
I 2ssatian
[ savoyara
I sasque
[ catalan
[ provencal
[ torvain
[ reton

P
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The Breton language (le Breton), for example, which is spoken in parts
of Brittany, is a bit like Welsh. There are more than half a million Breton
speakers and there are some Breton-speaking schools, financed by
parents as they are not part of the State system, and a Breton TV
channel.

People in some of these regions, like those on the island of Corsica fles
Corses) and the Basques (les Basques), would like their region to
become independent of France. These independence or autonomy
movements often use acts of violence to try to force the government's
hand, but so far without success.
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The village of Sare has the Basque
nickname Gauazko-Lan, which

translates a traval de nuit,night-work.

This is because it is on the French-
Spanish border and in times gone by
night-time smuggling was a sport, a

tradition and an economic necessity.

Kaixo!* {nabite 3 Bayonne, dans le pays basque. Je suis pour les

traditions basques et [autonomie mais je suis conire la violence
—~

“kaiko is the Basque word for bonjour

The Basque people live in the Pyrenees region. It is a mountainous
area that s partly in France and partly in Spain, covering about 800
square miles. They have their own language and traditions, and they
even have their own flag. The Basque name for the Basque nation’ is
Euzkad

The town of Bayonne is at
the heart of the Basque
country (le pays basque).
Every year there is a carnival
(a feria) there in July with
bullfights - reflecting the
Spanish influence - and folk
dancing. Special swordsticks

are used in a number of }-
Basque dances. The dances

can be quite spectacular, with the dancers — mainly men wearing local

costume and red berets - doing high leaps in the air.

The most popular Basque sport is the game of pelota (la pelote
basque). There are different versions of this centuries old game: it can
be played with bare hands, with a large, curved wicker glove or with a
wooden racquet. The aim is to hit a ball against a wall in order to win
points. It s a fast and furious game where the ball can reach speeds of
more than 100 miles an hour.
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The French abroad

1.7 million French people five
outside France:

52% i Europe

25.2% in North America
10.8% in Afica

5% in the Middle East
4.5% in Oceania

2.5% in Asia

ook through a French telephone directory and you will find not
Lonly traditional French surnames but also names from a wide range
of origins: Italian (italien), Polish (polonais), Portuguese (portugais),
North African (maghrébin) and many more. Because of its history as a
colonial power, its position at the heart of Europe and its wealth as a
world power, France today is a multi-racial country.

Many different ethnic groups have moved to France and made it their
home. france has more than 4 million immigrants (les immigrés): of
these, 1.3 million have taken on French nationality. It is estimated that
one in four French youngsters has a parent or grandparent who was
not born in France.

Before 1974, foreigners (les Gtrangers) who could find work in France
were allowed to stay. In the '50s and '60s, the French encouraged them
to come and work because they were glad of the cheap labour o help
them industrialise the country. Immigrants often took on the poorly
paid, unskilled jobs that the French did not want to do. Since then,
special laws have restricted immigration rights although there are an
estimated one million illegal immigrants (les immigrés clandestins or
les sans-papiers).
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Résulats d'un sondage réalisé en
mars 2000

© 61% des Franas estiment qu'ily
atrop de personnes d'origine
étrangere en France.

© 52% considrent que
Fimmigration est la principale
cause de Finsécurité.

© 32% veulent que Ia France

naccueille plus

North Africans from Algeria, Morocco and
Tunisia, known as les Maghrébins, are the
largest immigrant group. The French have
embraced their food and their music, and
young people have been influenced by
their approach to fashion (baggy trousers
and back-to-front baseball caps). But
whereas many people of different ethnic
origins live happily alongside each other in
France, there s racial tension and these
Arabs in particular are often the victims of
racist behaviour. A young Arab is much
more likely than a white youth to be stopped by the police in the street
10 have his o her papers checked

In recent years, extreme right-wing political parties with racist and anti-
Semitic attitudes have seen an enormous rise in popularity. Some
French voters still believe that immigrants are the cause of crime and
high unemployment and that ethnic minority cultures are a threat to
the French identity and way of life. Fortunately many young people are
more tolerant and fight racism with demonstrations and slogans such
as Non au racisme!
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France's football team is made up
of players whose families
originated in countries in North
Africa, Central and West Africa and
the Caribbean as well as mainland
France. But, as in other countries,
racist incidents among football
supporters are common and some
clubs have felt the need to start
their own anti-racist campaigns.
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2 Toi et moi
1 Ou habites-tu?

1a Regarde la carte ’Europe et écris le nom des pays.
Look at the map of Europe and write in the countries.

L'Allemagne(Stefan)
L'Angleterre (Daniel)
LEcosse (Louise)

L'Espagne (Cristina)
La France (Sandrine)

le pays de
Galles (Huw)
I'lrlande (Peter)
| < I'ltalie (Teresa)
oty la Suisse (Annika)
1b Complate les phrases. g
Complete the sentences.
a Peter: J'habite en e Daniel: 'habite en
b Teresa: 'habite en £ Huw: J'habite au
¢ “Stefan: J’habite en ___ g Annika: 'habite en
d Sandrine: 'habite en ___ h Louise: 'habite en

4 Quipaxlef/whoinpming?
a Je suis espagnole. d Je suis frangaise.
b Je suis écossaise. e Je suis anglais.
¢ Je suis irlandais. £ Je suis gallois.
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2 As-tu des fréres et sceurs?

1 Trouve un dessin pour chaque phrase.
Find a picture for each sentence.

0
O
O
O
O

a Jai deux sceurs et un frere.
b J'ai une sceur.

¢ Jai trois freres.

d Je n'ai pas de fréres et sceurs.
e J'ai deux fréres et une sceur.

f Jai quatre sceurs et un frere.

Y
U
444y o8

2 Complete les phrases. Complete the sentences.

a b c
Mon frére Mes freres Mes
s'appelle s'appellent s'appellent i
ira ans.| et et
Ma Benjamin a Mélanie a
s'appelle Nathalie. | | ans et Marc a ans, Bernadette a

Elle a ans.

ans. ans et

Sophie a ans.

huit six

dix

quatorze quinze
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3 Ettoi? Tu as des fréres et sceurs? Comment s'appellent-ils et quel 4ge
ont-ils? Have you any brothers or sisters? What are their names and ages?
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3 As-tu un animal?

1 Complete les mots croisés. Complete the crossword.

e

&

mimZ o —|> D>

unlapin  unchat unchien unoiseau un hamster
une souris  un poisson  une araignée
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Mini-test

Trouve les dix pays.
Find ten countries.

J

R

G

PIAIA

G|H|E

Q|U[E|U|R|T

C|H|E[T|G|F[N

RIL|AIN|D|E|R[C

|
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O|U|N|Y[C|R|F[D[N|S|O|H

L|A[E
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2 Qulest-ce que c'est? What s it?
Exemple: fy Cest un lapin.

4

RIS E
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4 Les yeux et les cheveux

1 Colorie les yeux et dessine les cheveux.
Colour the eyes and draw the hair.
a b

J'ai les yeux bleus et les
cheveux blonds et mi-longs.

Jai les yeux bruns et les
cheveux longs et chatains.

0

s
N7

J'ai les cheveux courts et
roux et les yeux bleu-gris.

| Jai les cheveux courts et
bruns et les yeux noisette.
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5 Tu es comment?

1 Complete les phrases. Complete the sentences.

:’ e Lg ki

‘ S

d Je suis

de taille moyenne grande grand petit petite
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2 Ecris ces adjectifs dans la bonne liste.
Write the adjectives in the correct list.

paresseux  sportif ~marrant bavarde ennuyeux paresseuse
bavard marrante  ennuyeuse  sportive
Masculin ’ﬁ‘ Féminin ‘*‘

3 Eeris une phrase pour chaque dessin. Write a sentence for each picture.

O T

o
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Révision

1 Fais les mots croisés. Do the crossword.
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12

13

14

15

Horizontalement =

J’habite en France. Je suis ...

Jaiun ... rﬁ@
—

J'ai les cheveux ...

Elle est ...

Mon pére, ma ...

Je suis fille ...

Jai les ... bleus.
Jaiun ... \'-g
J'habite en Angleterre.

Je suis ...

10

Verticalement ‘

J’habite en Irlande. Je suis ...

Je suis écossaise.
J'habite en ...

J'ai un frére et une

llest... e g

Jai les ... mi-longs.

Jai deux ... @%_
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Mes quatre frires

Jai un frére Ji un frére

Qui s'appele Harrid. I st vraiment pareaseux.
it a quinze ans Il Sappelle Youssouf

Et il est trds timide. I est trds ennuyeux!

Jai un fréve Enfin jal un frére

Qui s'appelle Cherif Qui est trés marrant.

i 2 treize ans I s'appelle Moharnmed.

Ev il est trés sportif Et il est grand, trés grand.

Lis le podme et choisis un dessin pour chaque frére.
Read the poem and choose a picture for each brother.

a

c d

ki

Cherif Mohammed | |
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2a Dans le poeme, souligne les noms communs en bleu.
Underline the nouns in blue.

2b Souligne les adjectifs en noir. Underline the adjectives in black.

3 Clest qui? Who is it?

a Quial3ans? - — — -

Qui a 15 ans?

Qui est ennuyeux?

Qui est grand?

b
c
d Qui est sportif?
e
f

Qui est marrant?
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Trouve et souligne I'intrus.
Find and underline the odd-one-out.

LAngleterre le pays de Galles lenord la France
un frere unchat unesceur une demi-sceur
nord sud est long

un chien un poisson un demi-frere une souris
bleu noir rouge grand

oiseau longs mi-longs courts

sportif bavard fille marrant

Tw ™ e a6 oo

crayon frangais gomme livre

douze quinze noir quatre

j novembre lundi septembre aoft
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Familles de mots. Ecris les mots dans la bonne colonne.
Word families. Write the words in the correct column.

un poisson fouge

gris un oiseqy,
I'Espagne
i L""Embourg

ousse
5 une ¥
noir

yon  une souris I'Ecosse
un cra . Uhg
un chien ne regle

I'Allemagne bleu

un cahier

les animaux les couleurs les pays au college
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Que sais-je?

£ o
Aﬁj ool é i
/Z/ «f%;, ;@xﬁi

® saywherel live Jhabite
® saywhat nationality I am Je suis
® say if L have any brothers or sisters Vai

Je suis.

® say what they are called 1I/Elle s'appelle
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say if I have any pets

say which animal I prefer

say what colour eyes and hair I've got

say whether I am short, average or tall

say what sort of person Iam

Jai

Je préfere
Tailes yeux
et les cheveux.
Je suis

Je suis.
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lieography

Main rivers:

There are 4 different types of climate;

igh mountains, dramatic gorges, rolling hill, flat plains,

forests, rivers, lakes, sandy beaches, even volcanoes ... France
has got it all! France is situated at the western edge of Europe,
bordered by the English Channel (la Manche) in the North, the
Atlantic Ocean (I'océan Atlantique) in the West and the
Mediterranean Sea (la mer Méditerranée) in the South.

It has a varied landscape and a moderate climate. The land is a
combination of plains and mountains — low-lying in the North,
West and Centre, with the mountainous regions of the Vosges in
the Fast and the Pyrenees, the Massif Central and the Alps in the
South

Of the thousands of rivers (les fleuves) crisscrossing France, there
are five main ones:

® the River Seine (776 km) is well-known as it runs through the
centre of Paris. The river is a commercial route: barges on the
Seine transport oil, sand and other cargo from Paris to the coast,

relieving congestion on the roads.

® the River Loire - France's longest river (1012 km) - runs through
North-West France. During the Rennaissance, beautiful castles
(des chateaux) were built along its banks.

 the River Garonne (647 km) has its source in Spain, in the
Pyrenees mountains, and flows into the Atlantic at the Gironde
estuary in South-West France.

 the fast-flowing River Rhone (812 km) has its source in a glacier
in the Swiss Alps. It enters France near Geneva.

 the River Rhine (le Rhin) is 1298 km long but not
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10 = mild winters, pleasant summers,
moderate rainfall throughout the
year

cold winters, hot, stormy summers

old winters with lots of snow,
pleasant summers

I - i, wet winters, hot, dry summers

all of it is in France. In eastern France it
forms the border between France and
Germany and continues north into

Holland where it flows into the
North Sea. Because it flows
through industrialised areas,
the river is very polluted.

“Jhabite 3 Clermont-Ferrand,
dans le Centre de la France.
Dans la région. ily a danciens
volcans comme le Puy de Déme.
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Amazing landscapes
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Spotlight on the South of France
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Every summer, more than one and a
half million holidaymakers visit the Var
département in the South of France,
more than any other French
département.

he coastal region in the South of France is known as le Midi. It

borders on the Mediterranean Sea (la mer Méditerranée). To the
eastis the popular tourist area of the French Riviera or fa Cote d'Azur,
with attractive landscape, sandy beaches and hot, dry summer weather.
The towns of Nice, Cannes and Monte Carlo appeal to the rich and
famous who settle or holiday here. Marseille, on the South coast, is the
largest port in France. To the west is the Languedoc region which was
developed later than the Riviera. It was originally unpopular because
the land was marshy and mosquitoes bred in the pools. The beaches
were difficult to get to and faciliies generally were poor. In the 19705
the French government made many improvements to the Languedoc
region, improving access and facilities and using insecticides to clear
away the mosquitoes.

The large number of tourists that visit the South of France is great for
the economy but brings with it problems of pollution and litter. The
large areas of forest are vulnerable to forest fires and because so many.
people want to visit or live in the area there is also the problem of
urbanisation - if all the land s built on, the area will no longer be as
attractive to visitors.

Apart from tourism, the local economy is based on shipbuilding, oil
refining and manufacturing computer equipment. Large quantities of
wine, vegetables and oranges and lemons and olives are also produced
in the South of France.
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France overseas

When we think of France, we think of the ‘hexagone’
that is mainland France. However, France is actually
divided into 100 administrative units called
départements and five of these are nowhere near
mainland France, but they are all officially a part of
France. They are overseas départements (départements
doutre-mer, or DOM, for short):

© Guyana in South America, home of the Ariane rocket
base. The country is mainly covered in dense, humid
equatorial forest.

© Guadeloupe and Martinique in the Caribbean. These
two small tropical volcanic islands grow sugar cane and
fruit and attract large numbers of tourists,

o Réunion island in the Indian Ocean, not far from
Madagascar. Piton de la Fournaise is a large, live
volcano on the island that erupts regularly.
In addition there are territories
Le Meridion
o fens  linked to France (les teritoires
= d'outre-mer, or TOM). One of the
largest areas is at the South Pole.
The area is uninhabited apart from
2 few scientists on expeditions.
Other areas are lively communities,
like New Caledonia or Tahiti in
French Polynesia - both nearer to
Australia than they are to Europe.
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® ‘Fuis

—

Population of central Paris:
just over 2 million

Population of the Paris region:
Just over 10 millon (- approx 18%
of the French population)

Number of visitors:

20 millon+ every year

Area of central Paris:

105 square km

Area of Paris region:

just over 12 000 sauare km
Highest point:

Montmartre (130 metres)

Number of people who use the.
underground (le métro):

approx 5 millon every dey

aris is the capital of
France, by far its largest
and most important city.
Some people consider it to
be the most beautiful city
in the world. Tourists flock
10 Paris 10 see monuments
like the Fiffel Tower (la
Tour Eiffel), which has
become a symbol of the
city (and of France!).
Strange (o think that when
it was built in 1889, many
Parisians (les Parisiens)

thought the 320 metre-
high tower — at that time the tallest building in the world - an ugly
monstrosity! Today you can climb up the steps of the Eiffel Tower or
tide up to the top in a lf to get a great view of the city.

The Champs-Elysées is the name of perhaps the most famous street in
Paris. It is a long, wide boulevard lined with shops, cinemas, cafés and
restaurants. At one end, the centrepoint of a ‘star’ of twelve roads, is
the large arch known as the Arc de Triomphe, built to commemorate
Napoleon's victories in battle. Further down is the Elysées Palace (le
Palais de I'Elysée), the impressive home of the French President.
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There are reminders of Napoleon
all over Paris. The giant stone pillar
or obelisk (Tobélisque) that stands
in the centre of the Place de Ja
Concorde (a large square at the far
end of the Champs-Elysées) was
brought from Egypt by Napoleon.
Napoleon's body s in the Hotel
des Invalides (an old military
hospital and museum) in Paris. You
can visit it but don't expect to see
the body as it is placed inside a
series of sturdy coffins.
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The River Seine

Xnvaiva

‘The Seine flows through the centre of
Paris. A boat tip is a good way to
see the sights without getting tired
feet. There are two islands in the
river: the (le-Saint-Louis and the lle
de Ia Cité home of the famous.
Notre-Dame Cathedral which took
over 80 years to build

AParis, jai vula Tour Eiffel, jai visité le fombeau de Napoléon aux
\nvalides et jai passé un aprés-midi 3 la Cité des Sciences 3 La
e fais les magasins. Clest super /

You can get a feel of old Paris if you climb the steps up to
the Sacré-Ceeur church (la Basilique du Sacré-Coeur) and
walk through the little cobbled streets around the Place du
Tertre in Montmartre. In the past, artists like Toulouse-Lautrec
and Picasso came here to paint. Nowadays, artists still come to the
pretty square to sell their paintings and draw portraits of tourists.

One of the best collections of art in the
world is in the Louvre Art Gallery in
Paris. This is where you can see the
Mona Lisa (called La Joconde in French).
The main building was a royal palace
before it became a museur after the
French Revolution. The Louvre
combines new architecture with old:
when an extension was needed a huge,
ultra-modern, glass pyramid was
constructed adjoining the old palace
covering a new underground entrance.

There are plenty of other modern sights to see in Paris, for instance:
 the Georges-Pompidou Centre (1977) - also known as Beaubourg - is
a centre for contemporary art and culture, unusual because all the
pipes and escalators are on the outside of the building

 the Géode is a giant sphere housing a cinema which is part of the
Cité des Sciences et de Vndustrie at La Villette

 La Grande Arche, a giant arch, which is part of the sky-scraper district
of La Défense in the West of Paris (a large modern development of
offices and shops).
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As ‘well as being a tourist destination, Paris is also a cosmopolitan
city where people live and work. It is the seat of government and a
centre for commerce and industry. 65% of France’s banks and
corporate headquarters are in Paris. The fact that everything centres on
Paris has proved a problem for the rest of the country which has often
missed out politically, commercially and culturally.

Paris is divided into 20 administrative
districts of equal size (called
arrondissements). These are numbered:
Ter, 2e, 3¢, etc. Street signs in Paris show
which arrondissement you are in. As in
most large cities, there are social contrasts.
Traditionally, districts in the West, with
wide avenues and open spaces, attract the
well-off middle-classes. The Eastern
arrondissements are more likely to be the
home of the working-class or immigrants.
These areas are known as les quartiers
populaires and homes there are more
modest. Eastern districts are also home to
wholesale trade businesses and light
industry.
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In the city centre, parks, such as
the Tulleries and the Jardin de
Luxembourg, are quite small and
rather formal (you are not allowed

Boulogne and the Bois de
Vincennes are large parks on the
edge of the city.

Places North of the River Seine are often said to be on the rive droite
(Right Bank) and those South of the river on the rive gauche (Left
Bank). The Latin Quarter (le Quartier Latin) on the Leit Bank is the
student quarter. A third of France’s university students study at the

world-famous Sorbonne, France’s oldest university. The Latin Quarter is
alively, colourful part of town, full of North African, Vietnamese and
Greek restaurants, bars, cafes, bookshops and markets.
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O The stations of Abbess
Porte Dauphine have Art-Nowveau
entrances made from swils of

green metawork

© Bastile station has a ceramic
fresco with scenes copied from
newspaper engravings published
during the French Revolution.

© At Louvre-Rivoli station, there are
statues, photos and bas-eliefs to
remind travellers of the works of
artin the Louvre museum outside.

Paris has a qui
(les transports en commun). The underground (le métro) - see also

page 55 - is the most popular form of transport. With more than 300
métro stations across the city, there is usually one nearby. A flat-price

efficient and inexpensive public transport system

ticket is valid for any length of journey and can also be used on buses.
In addition to the métro, there are 56 bus routes in the capital.

For slightly longer journeys, there is the RER (Réseau Express
Régional). This express underground service has trains to and from
the suburbs. It cuts across the city centre and is faster than the regular
métro and the stops are further apart. The RER was created jointly by
the RATP (Régie Autonome des Transports Parisiens) which runs the
métro and the buses and the SNCF (Société Nationale des Chemins de
Fer Francais), the national organisation that runs the railways.

However, despite the excellent public transport provision, roads in
Paris are usually congested and air pollution from traffic is a major
environmental hazard. The government has taken steps to encourage
Parisian motorists 1o leave their cars at home on specially designated
days, although these have met with limited success. There is also a
ring road (le périphérique) which runs round the edge of the central
area of the city.




image91.png
3 Au colloge
1 Les matiéres

1a Trouve et écris les dix matieres.
Find the ten subjects.

gmﬂ‘hsespagnaldﬂ, o,
\,,\\Q \\N‘“" qeoge Y,
$ B} s =
& &, 599 &

e 59np ol

1b Cest le, la, I’ ou les?
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2 Clest qui? Who is it?

S e | @
e | © | © | © | ©
Anne-Laure ® & & ®
® | ® | ® | ®

(@) = Crest super! Clest génial! (2) = Boft () = Clest nult C'est ennuyeux!

a Le francais, c’est super!

Le sport, bof!

La musique, c’est nul!

Le dessin, c’est ennuyeux.
Le sport, c'est génial!
La musique, bof!

® e a6 o

Le frangais, c’est nul!





