[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
The alphabet

Here is a rough guide to how the letters of the alphabet sound in French:

ommoaw>

It is very important to remember accents when you are writing in French. Accents

AH H  ASH o OH vVoovay
BAY 1 EE P PAY w

sAY J  DIEE Q coo X EEX
DAY K KAH R ERR Y
EUH L EL S ESS z  ZED
EFF M EM T TAY

DIAY N EN U 00

Accents

are written above vowels.

é

&
&
¢

An acute accent (un accent aigu) can occur only on the letter e.
A grave accent (un accent grave) can occur on the letters a, € or u.
A circumflex (un accent circonflexe) can occur on the letters a,
A cedilla (une cédille) can only occur on the letter c.

Accented letters

The cedilla mark under the letter ‘c’ () before ‘a’
sound like the letter
of ‘e’ and ‘i

Aletter ‘e’ with an acute accent (6) is a more closed kind of ‘e’ (as in
your tongue s closer to the roof of your mouth), more like ‘may’ than
‘met’. Remember that if you see é in a word, it must be

even if it comes before another vowe. For example, the éa in idéaliste
is heard as two separate vowels.

, ‘0" and '’
. The letter ‘c’ always sounds like an ‘s’

DOOBL-VAY

EE-GREK

ooru.




